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Introduction 


Wafic Tibi 


The Mediterranean Socialist Way 


From the 26th to the 28th of November 1976, Barcelona 
was the meeting place for the Conference of Progressive 
Parties and Organizations of the Mediterranean region. 

This conference, which set an historical precedent, sought 
to establish relations among the young forces of the Mediter- 
ranean basin shaped by their respective political and social 
history. Its purpose was to found a new form of relations 
between the Mediterranean peoples who were at the origine 
of one of humanity’s most noble and fully developed civili- 
zations. 

The history of Mediterranean civilization is characterized 
by reciprocal influences and fruitful echange between its dif- 
ferent peoples. The Greco-Roman societies of the Mediter- 
ranean's northern littoral where influenced by the Phenician 
and Egyptian civilizations of the southern littoral. 

Modern Europe had to wait for the flowering of the Arab- 
Islamic civilization of the Mediterranean’s southern littoral in 
order to rediscover its Greek and Roman origines and derive 
from Arab civilization in Andalousia its modern framework. 

The contribution of Arab civilization is again a fact despite 
the centuries of silence during the period of colonial rule and 
the domination by local reactionary regimes. Thus it is in the 
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nature of things that the Mediterranean has remained a zone 
of fruitful reciprocal exchanges and that the Barcelona Confe- 
rence marks the Arab reentry into international activities. 

During the two world wars, the terms “security and peace” 
in the Mediterranean meant only security and peace for north- 
ern countries of the basin, while the southern countries were 
colonially dominated by the northerners... 

Well before the First World War, Great Britain and France 
entered into conflict over the delimitation of spheres of in- 
fluences in the Mediterranean. The question was would the 
Mediterranean become a “French or a British lake”? Bona- 
parte's Egyptian expedition and the first British interventions 
in favor of the Ottoman Empire were harbingers of this 
struggle. 

This masked confrontation around the Mediterranean basin 
eventually led to a destructive European war at the end of 
which the victorious powers, Britain and France, divided the 
southern littoral. Turkey and Russia were defeated. The 
former was no longer considered as an important political 
force in the Mediterranean, while the latter lost all hopes of 
access to ‘temperate seas”. 

After the First World War, the victors concentrated their 
efforts in order to “Europeanize” the southern littoral. France 
proceded to install a hundred thousand Europeans on the Afri- 
can littoral. The Italians did the same in Libya. As for the 
British, they encouraged another form of settlement on the 
Middle Eastern littoral using the pretext of European Jewish 
immigration to the Promised Land. 

In this way, Arab identity—with the noble aspects of its 
culture, its language, and its spiritual patrimony—was re- 
pressed along the entire southern coast of the Mediterranean 
basin. This period was characterized by considerable efforts 
to prevent the inhabitants of the Arab coast from becoming 
aware of the ties uniting them and from exercising their com- 
mon will and their historical role as the other half of Mediter- 
ranean civilization. 

During this era, the southern coast experienced a period of 
immobility. Europe utilized it as a market for its production, 
exploited its raw materials, used its cheap labor in order to 
build its own industrial empire. Finally, this human reservoir 
was the source of cannon fodder for its wars of aggression. 

Following the First World War, the struggle for the domi- 
nation of the Mediterranean began again. This time the 


10 


antagonists were the former colonizing powers who strived 
to preserve their domination and the neocolonialists who 
sought to transform the region into an “American lake’. 


Weakened by their victory, neither Britain nor France could 
assure by themselves the domination of the Mediterranean 
basin. Thus, they gradually withdrew their forces and ceded 
their place to a newcomer—American imperalism. Their suc- 
cessor took full possession of the “right” to implant military 
bases in the Mediterranean, even in the British and French 
colonies. 


Due to the relative weakness of European naval forces, the 
Mediterranean was effectively transformed into an “American 
lake”. During the cold war period until 1967, the American 
navy had no important rival in the Mediterranean. 


However, the Second War provoked a positive evolution in 
the Arab world in two ways: the rebirth of nationalism and 
the renaissance of national liberation movements. Syria and 
Lebanon escaped from French domination, while in the other 
Arab countries revolutionary movements followed regional 
independence movements. The former actively opposed fic- 
tive political independence behind which the reality of neo- 
colonialism was hidden. 


The 23rd of July revolution in Egypt opened up a new era 
for the unification of the Arab struggle against colonialism and 
neocolonialism in its varied forms—foreign occupation in Al- 
geria, military and political presence in Libya, or foreign 
treaties and alliances like the Bagdad Pact. 


Since the July revolution in Egypt, the forerunner of all the 
following revolutions, the Arab nation began to support na- 
tional liberation in the Mediterranean. 


The failure of the 1956 tripartite Suez aggression, whose 
object was the submission of Nasser, and in his wake the 
entire Arab nation, meant the victory of Arab nationalism and 
the ineluctable end of colonialism. Indeed in just a few years 
Algeria marked its historical victory and acceded to indepen- 
dence. The September 1st Libyan revolution then reinvigo- 
rated the Arab revolution and put an end to the existence of 
the largest and most dangerous foreign military bases in the 
Mediterranean. 


The victorious Arab liberation movement had profound con- 
sequences for the future of the Mediterranean. In the order 
of their importance, they can be summarized in three points. 
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1. The Mediterranean basin no longer is divided into two 
zones, with the northern colonizing the southern; the Medi- 
terranean is no longer “purely European”, but now concerns 
all the different nationalities bordering the basin. 


2. Security and peace in the Mediterranean is no longer tri- 
butary to European alliances and pacts, but the concern and 
desire of all the different people of the region. The will to 
mutually respect independence, inaugurate an era of peace 
and progress, and liquidate colonialism are all steps in the 
building of new societies in the interest of Mediterranean 
peoples and those of the rest of the world. 


3. After the failure of the aggression against Port-Said, the 
victory of the Algerian revolution, and the closing of foreign 
bases in Libya following the 1st of September revolution, the 
European countries were obliged to revise their traditional 
colonial policies. At the same time, the affirmation of Euro- 
pean independence in the face of American attempts to domi- 
nate and deprive it of an international role gave rise to 
new forces on the continent. That had, and will continue to 
have, the result of weakening the reactionary and racist forces 
in Europe as well as strengthening those forces working 
towards European autonomy vis-a-vis American Atlantic policy. 
This state of affairs in Europe further reinforced the new 
socialist and progressive forces which consider that the 
future of socialism in Europe is linked to the future of socia- 
lism on the Mediterranean’s southern coast. The opposite 
is also true. 

In short, the Barcelona Conference is a harbinger of this 
historical turning-point. It marks the meeting of representa- 
tives of the new forces of the Arab world bordering the Medi- 
terranean with those coming from Southern Europe—espe- 
cially, Spain, France, Italy, Greece, Malta, and Portugal. These 
forces represent the future on both sides of the Mediterra- 
nean ; it is also an historical evolution towards a progressive 
form of socialism. 

This was the option of the 1st of September revolution con- 
cerning the future of the Mediterranean. Colonel Qadhafi 
presented this viewpoint to the Conference of European and 
Arab Youth at its Tripoli meeting. He stated that: “It was 
sad to note the powerlessness of the European countries of 
the Mediterranean and those of the Middle East. They are 
incapable of eliminating the threats of war which menace the 
region. The fleets of the great powers cruise in the Mediter- 
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ranean. Instead of becoming a zone of communications and 
exchange for humanity, the Mediterranean remains a region 
of atomic’ weapons competition. Thus, nothing is currently 
more urgent than an appeal by this meeting for peace and 
justice, the removal of foreign fleets, and a return of the 


Mediterranean to its former vocation as a zone of peace and 
security”. 


For the Arab and European socialists, this Conference has 
an important meaning. 


First, it indicates our faith in the socialist future of the 
European littoral. That is another way of saying that the task 
of European socialists is to work for the construction of socia- 
lism on both shores of the Mediterranean. Not only is it their 
task, but also it is in their interest: with this in mind, the 
ist of September revolution and the socialists of Southern 


Europe have worked hard to ensure the success of this Confe- 
rence. 


Secondly, it is a sign, particularly with the Spanish and 
Maltese socialists, of the growing conviction that the Arab 
Socialist forces have a major contribution to make to the 
action of European socialists. By joining our forces, we can 
more effectively assert our claim for a peaceful Mediterra- 
nean, free from all foreign fleets. By associating, in an equal 
relationship, the important raw material resources of the 
southern shores with European technological experience, we 
could be capable of resolving the European economic crisis 
and the problems of underdevelopment in the southern half of 
the Mediterranean. 


During the Conference the delegations of the entire region 
discussed the problems of the Mediterranean. This is also 
without precedant. The problems of “security and peace” 
in the Mediterranean is usually the subject matter of interna- 
tional conferences in which all the concerned nations are not 
representated. Representation is limited to the European 
members of NATO and those countries engaged in the nuclear 
arms race or the construction of naval forces with the hopes 
of turning back the clock of history. 


The delegations participating in the Barcelona Conference 
represent Socialist and Progressive movements and organiza- 
tions which are actively involved in all the Mediterranean so- 
cieties. Therefore, they reflects the viewpoint of people of 
the region concerning the question of security and peace. 
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The Conference’s deliberations on this subject can be summa- 
rized under the following headings : 


1. Security and peace in the region depends on the evacua- 
tion of American naval forces from the Mediterranean. Once 
the Americans have left, the Soviets have confirmed on 
several occasions to the leaders of the September 1st revo- 
lution that their forces will do the same. European and Arab 
socialists cannot consider the presence of Soviet and Ameri- 
can fleets in the same manner; Arab socialists are particu- 
larly aware that Soviet entry into the Mediterranean was only 
a response, by friendly forces, to the combined American- 
Zionist aggression of June 5, 1967 against the Arab liberations 
movements under the aegis of President Nasser. 


2. Nuclear non-proliferation in the Mediterranean not only 
implies the removal of American nuclear weapons but also 
those of Mediterranean nations. 


3. The demand for the closing of American bases and the 
revocation of American and Western military pacts is only the 
first point. It is necessary to keep in mind a new aspect of 
imperialism which is represented by the Zionist entity's 
settler colonialism for the benefit of a European minority 
equiped with modern weapons in Palestinian territory. This 
minority currently plays the role which was previously that of 
foreign armies and bases in the Mediterranean. This justifies 
that European and Arab socialists condemn this new form of 
colonialism. In other respects, this justifies the presence of 
the PLO, the representative organization of the struggling 
Palestinian people, as an active Conference member. This 
gesture in favor of the PLO marks our collective opposition 
to settler policies in the Middle East as well as in Africa; it 
also affirms our refusal of the “American gendarme’. It is 
necessary to affirm the distinction—as different Arab partici- 
pants and the Palestinian delegate stressed—between Zio- 
nism, a racist and colonialist doctrine, and Judism as a reli- 
gion. Thus European Jewish Zionists are not confounded 
with Jewish Palestinians. The latter will have the same rights 
as Moslem or Christian Palestinians in a Palestinian Demo- 
cratic State. Morever, they have the right to return to the 
Arab countries from which they emigrated and regain their 
full rights as citizens. 

The Libyan delegation has particularly put emphasis on this 
point during the Conference. In order to resolve the Pales- 
tinian problem, it has supported the creation of a Palestinian 
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Democratic state ; this state could become a reality after the 
liberation of the occupied territories. The Libyan Arab Repu- 
blic would be willing to reintegrate the Libyan Jews. In this 
way, the Jewish problem, and the related problem of double 
allegiance, would be solved at the same time. 

The Jews of Arab extraction would be delivered from the 
oppression and racial discrimination which they experience 
in the non-Middle Eastern Isreali entity. Colonel Qadhafi has 
already proposed this solution during the Paris meeting and 
at the Tripoli meeting. 


4. Peace and security in the Mediterranean does not only 
depend on the withdrawl of foreign fleets and military bases. 
It is also intimately related to the technical and economic 
progress of the Mediterranean countries—actually caracte- 
rized by important North-South disparities. The wealth and 
the capacities of the nations bordering the Mediterranean 
must be used in such a way that harmonious economic pro- 
gress is assured in each country. The masses should benefit 
from this progress instead of being deprived of it by the capi- 
talist and wealthy classes who profit from the exploitation of 
natural resources and labor. By discussing these key eco- 
nomic and social questions, the Barcelona Conference has 
proven to be a positive experience where problems of under- 
development and the region's future prospects were openly 
debated. Contrary to the consecrated procedure of meet- 
ings related to Mediterranean questions, this Conference was 
not limited to diffusing communiqués demanding the withdrawl 
of foreign fleets and military bases. 

The organizations and parties present at Barcelona also 
underlined the necessity of holding their next meeting in 
Malta in 1977. This new meeting should permit a deepening 
of solidarity and an extension of joint action by progressive 
Mediterranean forces. 

For the time being, the Barcelona Conference—the first of 
its kind in Mediterranean history—clarified two points. First, 
it expressed the interest which the Arabs have for the main 
preoccupations of the Europeans and the efforts they are 
prepared to make with the new progressive European forces 
to build a society based on the ideals of justice, dignity, equa- 
lity, liberty, and mutual respect. Secondly, the represented 
parties and organizations expressed their understanding of 
the importance of solidarity in the mutual struggle for so- 
cialism and liberty. 
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The unanimous Tripoli decision for the formation of a per- 
manent General Secretariat of the Barcelona Conference de- 
monstrates the awareness in progressive milieu of the role 
and the objectives of the September ist revolution. Doesn't 
this give an example of the interest in direct democracy, con- 
solidating popular power, which assures that democracy is not 
limited only to the liberty of expression, but also includes 
the liberty for change? This type of democracy liberates 
creative popular energy. The population totally exercises its 
natural rights; it directly participates in “self-government” 
and the administration of public affairs. Isn't this the univer- 
sal aspect of the 1st of September revolution ? Isn't this the 
contribution of the Arab nation to humanity ? During this 
Conference, the Libyan Arab Republic has aimed at building a 
bridge, through its Pan-Arabism, to join the struggle of the 
Arab nation, from the Straits of Gibralter to Alexandrette, 
with the struggle taking place in Western Europe. Isn't this 
the sense of Tripoli’s choice ? 


In this manner, the Conference takes on its full significance, 
has its full impact, and establishes its underlying purpose 
with conviction : the desire to become the spingboard in the 
march of the Mediterranean peoples towards total indepen- 
dence and a society in conformity with their own aspirations 
and interests. This Conference also constitutes an historical 
initiative of these different peoples in their desire to establish 
new mutual relations based on the principles of equality and 
respect of reciprocal interests. These new relations should 
be expressed through mutually beneficial exchanges ; one 
partner brings its experience and its technology, while the 
other offers its natural resources. 


The nature of the forces present in Barcelona, by their 
diversity as well as their common action in anti-imperialist 
and anticolonialist struggles, guaranty the diffusion of this new 
vision of Mediterranean problems ; this totally differs from 
international conferences on disarmement, peace, and even 
the Helsinki Conference... where Mediterranean problems 
were only peripherally treated ; this essential aspect of rela- 
tions between the countries bordering on the Mediterranean is 
often neglected. Either the status-quo is maintained or, when 
classical colonialism loses its former influence, it reappears 
camoflaged in a new style hypocritically named change ; the 
interests of the people, however, are still flouted. The reac- 
tionary approach which these people apply to Mediterranean 
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problems tends to blindly ignore the profound change which 
has taken place or is about to take place in the Arab world 
and on the African continent through political and social 
revolution. 

The European Socialist delegations, who have actively con- 
tributed to the Conference’s success, are carriers of a new 
project for Europe—different from the Atlantic oriented Europe 
which the Cold War promoters, who are also the ennemies of 
the Third World and of socialism, are pushing for. These 
progressive European forces also reject a racist and capitalist 
Europe which trys to impase its neocolonialist order on the 
southern littoral of the Mediterranean as well as a falsely 
socialist Europe dominated by the Second International. 
These two corresponding versions of Europe do not disimulate 
their support of American and Zionist policies. On the other 
hand, a progressive European socialism which shows its soli- 
darity with Arab struggles would receive our full support. 


The Conference has adopted a “Mediterranean Road To 
Socialism” which breaks with capitalist exploitation under the 
label of “liberalism” and with the tendencies of a pseudo- 
socialism. From this viewpoint, we can consider that the 
Barcelona Conference has been an ideological advance 
towards an authentic form of socialism. Southern Europe is 
the most favorable area for the development of this original 
form of socialism. 


The peoples of West Germany, Great Britain, and the Scan- 
dinavian countries have experienced, along with the peoples 
of the Third World, what the Social-Democratic parties are 
working for ; they have been traitors to the socialist cause in 
their own countries as well as to liberation struggles in the 
Third World. What is this form of “socialism” which refuses 
to support liberation movements, if not an insiduous and con- 
temporary version of colonialism ? This is the case of the 
Social-Democratic Party of West German and the British 
Labour Party. 

The southern European socialist movement, if it is still to 
come to power, has already take position in favor of real 
change in relationship to popular demands. While on the 
other hand, the Socialist parties of northern Europe, members 
of the Second International, support American policies aimed 
at keeping Europe within NATO. They also are the partners 
of the United States which exploits Western Europe and 
prevents it from advancing and playing its own role. 
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Against the advance of socialist forces in southern Europe, 
the American threat is becoming sharper every day—havent 
the United States and West Germany threatened to use eco- 
nomic sanctions against Italy if it adopts one political orien- 
tation instead of another? This danger is not only limited 
to Western Europe. It also menaces the southern and the 
Middle Eastern littorals of the Mediterranean ; this implies 
that the Arabs must resign themselves to the northern Euro- 
pean monopoly of progress and welfare which denies them 
the inalienable rights to benefit from their own wealth and 
natural resources. 


This common danger must unite Western Europe and the 
Arabs in a joint refusal of American hegemony in all its forms 
as well as its infiltration of northern Europe under the aus- 
pices of the Second International. It is in this area that the 
importance of the socialists of southern Europe and Arab 
socialists becomes fully apparent. 


The differences existing between northern and southern 
European socialism is considerable. The former, led by the 
German Social-Democratic Party, attempts to impose its in- 
fluence on the entire Socialist Movement, especially in the 
southern countries. In this respect, it uses its hierarchial 
position and its political weight to eliminate from southern 
European socialism its progressive contents and to prevent 
alliances with the progressive and socialist Third World for- 
ces, especially with the countries of the southern Mediter- 
ranean littoral. The responsibility of Arab socialists and the 
other participants at the Conference is to oppose this oppor- 
tunistic right-wing socialist current in Europe—some of whose 
members even participated in the colonialist aggression, with 
Israel, against Egypt in 1956. Several of these parties help 
assure, even today, that Israel has a socialist cover. 


The progressive Arab and European socialists must struggle 
on two levels in order to check the influence of this right- 
wing socialist current. They must prevent the loss of auto- 
nomy by certain Arab Socialist parties vis-a-vis the Socialist 
International headed by West Germany who plays the role of 
the American Trojan Horse and seeks to dominate the develop- 
ing countries by imposing a form of neocolonialism. Second- 
ly, they must reinforce their cohesion and coordinate their 
viewpoints. on Mediterranean problems. Their guiding prin- 
ciples should be the elimination of American imperialism and 
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the realisation of equitable relations among the different 
peoples for the creation of democratic societies. 

After the historic Barcelona Declaration, it is now possible 
to state that the expression “Mediterranean Basin” is no 
longer just a geographical term. The socialists who partici- 
pated in the Conference have stressed the real possibility for 
the basin to become again what it once was: a zone for dia- 
logue and exchange between Eastern and Western civilization. 

This is the profound meaning of the decision taken in 
Barcelona which seeks development and ever growing co-ope- 
ration between the socialist and progressive forces for the 
goals of liberation and equitable relations. This confirms the 
Conference's militant stance against imperialism, colonialism, 
Zionism, and all other reactionary forces. 
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The Opening 
Session 


The First Conference of Socialist Parties and Organizations 
of the Mediterranean countries opened with a working session. 
The assembly room of the Princessa Sofia Hotel was decorated 
with Conference's emblem—a sun just above the Mediter- 
ranean waves encompassed by a circle symbolizing unity and 
solidarity. 

At the rostrum, Professor Tirene Galvin of the Spanish 
Popular Socialist Party presided the session. The Secretary 
General was Raul Morodo also a member of the PSP; the 
Executive Committee was composed of Maria Fernanda 
Gomés, Juan Garcés, and Antonio Tarabini representing the 
Union of Socialist Parties. 

In his opening address, Professor Galvin expressed the 
Conference's desire to actively participate in solving the 
Mediterranean countries’ problems as well as firmly rejecting 
all forms of imperialism. He also expressed the hope that 
the Conference would establish the groundwork for future 
solidarity and common struggle. He concluded by stating: 
“The Conference excludes no one; its doors are open to all 
who desire to participate. We are aware that we are strugg- 
ling for peace”. The participation of the following delegations 
was announced : 
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Algeria 
National Liberation Front, F.L.N. 


Cyprus 

Socialist Party, E.D.I.K. 
Denmark 

Popular Socialist Party (observer). 
France 

Unified Socialist Party, P.S.U. 
Greece 

Panhellenic Socialist Movement, P.A.S.O.K. 
Holland 

Popular Socialist Party (observer). 
lraq 

Arab Socialist Party, B.A.A.S. 
Italy 

Italian Socialist Party, P.S.1I. 
Lebanon 


Syrian National Socialist Party 
Arab Socialist Union, Nasserite organization. 
Libya 
Arab Socialist Union. 
Morocco 
Popular Union of Socialist Forces. 
Malta 
Labour Party, L.P. 
Portugal 
Socialist Intervention Group, G.I.S. (observer). 
Socialist Party, P.S.P. (observer). 
Spain 
Federation of Socialist Parties, F.P.S. 
Popular Socialist Party, P.S.P. 
Syria 
Arab Socialist Party, B.A.A.S. 
Tunisia 
Neo-Destourian Union. 


Palestine Liberation Organization, P.L.O. 


Other socialist organizations and parties from northern 
Europe as well as representatives of Third World liberation 
movements also participated at the Conference as observers. 
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The Chairmen of the French, Italian, Iraqi, Maltese, and 
Portugese delegations spoke ; they underlined the organizers’ 
efforts and stressed the historical importance of the Con- 
ference. 

Following this, the Chairman of the Libyan delegation 
presented the first report on Mediterranean Socialism and the 
“third way” which is daily becoming a reality. 

The session was reconvened in the evening. Speeches 
were made by representatives of the P.L.O., Algeria, Morocco, 
Tunisia and Syria. The first report was then discussed. On 
the proposal of the Chairman of the Libyan delegation, the 
Conference had previously adopted a working procedure in 
which reports are first made and then discussed; after 
which, they are presented, with amendments, to the Drafting 
Commission composed of three members. 

This was the working procedure at the Conference during 
its three days of sessions. The Conference was closed by 
the “ Barcelona Declaration’. 

The reader will find in the following pages the reports as 
they were presented to the Conference by the Arab Socialist 
Union of Libya, the Spanish Popular Socialist Party, the Mal- 
tese Labour Party as well as the declarations of the other 
participating members and observers. 
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Speech by the Chairman 
of the Arab Socialist Union 


Lybia 


In the name of God generous and merciful, 

Friends, 

In the name of the Arab Delegation of Libya | welcome 
you and desire this meeting be successful. 


Brothers : 

The meeting of the socialist organizations and organs of 
the countries of the Mediterranean area acquires a political 
and historical importance. This meeting has the following 
strategic meaning: 


First: Create a common basis through a political and 
intellectual dialogue whose purpose is to consecrate the 
interests of the countries of the area and develop the 
relationships resulting from their national caracter in order 
to establish a formula and norms in relationships based on 
equality. This will be the basis of the human relationships 
among these countries. 


Second: Establish a firm fondation of doctrinal and political 
relations stemming from mutual respect and trust in this 
area with the purpose of arriving at a close cooperation 
among our countries, with the purpose of defending the area 
from the aims of foreign political and military powers in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 
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This is why, the R.A. of Libya, country of revolution and 
socialism, marked by its Arab origins, influenced humanity 
and the Mediterranean, by its science, culture and the civi- 
lization. Libya si able, nowadays, to continue offering this 
civilization in a frame of cooperation among the countries, 
and to establish values of friendship and peace. This is not 
a dream impossible to realize, but a firm historical decision 
with a firm basis. It is fortunate that it is in Spain where 
we are meeting, as it is the country through which reached 
Europe the wisdom of the Arab science. It is this land which 
offers its hospitality to us as socialists organizations. Our 
aim is to give security and peace to our countries and to 
all the world. Our countries can help each other following 
a progressive socialist perspective which offers humanity a 
third choice in the ideological and practical fields, giving 
strength to face the false ideology coming from abusive 
theories. 

Our meeting takes charge of these fundamental questions 
which provide an introduction to the ideologic theories 
creating the intellectual agreement which can be achieved 
during this meeting. 


These are the principal aspects : 
First: Contemporary man and the ideological revolution. 
Second: National liberation movement and its democratic 
social concept. 
Third : Religion. and Socialism. 
Fourth : Methods to regulate international disputes. 


First : The phenomenon of the national liberation constitutes 
one of the most important factors in the life of the contem- 
porary man: its concept, its meaning and at the same time 
expressing all aspirations resulting from the political ide- 
ology and from the struggle to form a new phenomenon with 
progressist and revolutionary characteristics ; it offers to 
humanity its real intellectual significance. 

This phenomenon. stresses the struggle contained in the 
ideologic revolution against ideological, political, economic 
and cultural abuses coming from inherited ideologies of the 
anti-socialist nature. Therefore, we have to point out that the 
ideological revolution of the contemporary man contains : 


1. A negative part that denies all the ideological systems 
that try to usurp and: stop the progressive experience of 
contemporary man. 
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2. An affirmative part that formulates the theories of 
ideological revolution with the purpose of stimulating the 
profoundness of human thoughts. 


Therefore, the ideological denial of the _ intellectual 
systems inherited was so positive that corresponded to the 
ideological changes of our world, and due to these changes, 
was created a wide gap in the intellectual and cultural ideas 
represented by the “materialistic measures” that determine 
the development of the human beings. These ideological 
and cultural theories caused a “disorder in the ideal values 
of man”, resulting in the loss of natural balance and man’s 
subjectivity. 


The principles and thoughts of the human being are deter- 
mined by the following aspects : 


—political liberation 
—social economic liberation 
—cultural liberation 


In order to explore the concept of the ideological revo- 
lution, we have to establish new balanced relations 
corresponding to the national thoughts in the basis of internal 
relationships, not only between the man and his _ poli- 
tical, social, and economic institutions, but also on interna- 
tional level, in equality among nations. 


—Referring to political tyranny, popular democracy was the 
progressive point of the ideologic revolution, that offers 
the people freedom of responsibility and self-determination 
achieving in this way national liberation with all its political, 
social, economic, and cultural aspects. 


—Referring to the confronting of the social-economic abuses, 
socialism represents a solution which allows a deep social 
and economic transformation, based on the principles of self- 
sufficiency, justice, and self-determination. 


Socialism, based on an ideological conception of man, 

positively replies to human needs and proposes valid solutions 
for mankind's problems; socialism’s past history demon 
strates this fact. 
—The ideological revolution which puts an end to cultural 
stagnation and decay permits markind to define the ideolo- 
logical framework of his cultural life while taking into 
consideration his culltural heritage and national caracte- 
ristics. 
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Therefore we have to point out that the movement of 
contemporary man, particularly in the Mediterranean area, 
to develop his national thoughts in the framework of ‘the 
concept of an ideological global revolution” with the meaning 
of democratic popular socialism. Because of this, real 
democracy will grow out of traditional democracy, finding 
with new human aspirations, new relations by which political, 
social, and cultural liberation will take place. All this should 
offer new contents to the concept of political, social and 
cultural relations. 


Second: Within this orientation to determine the charac- 
teristics of the movement of man in our contemporary world, 
national orientations are determined through a_ global 
ideological revolution with the purpose of totally freeing man 
from political, social, economic and cultural restrictions. 
These features establish an intellectual basis for political 
and social relations based on justice and‘ equality. 

Human experience demonstrated that all ideologic solu- 
tions proceeding from false theories are unable to find 
solutions to human problems because they are derived from 
an incorrect conception of man and his activity. 

Therefore, resistance has risen against these false 
theories which are complete incapable of answering the basic 
problems of mankind. 

Therefore, socialism is a system and an ideology, which 
positive responds to mankind’s desires and national prin- 
ciples. 

Socialism rises from an understanding of mankind's 
situation, and provides a vision, a system and an ideology 
which provide a solution for the world’s problems. Socialism, 
despite other ideological systems, still provides the most 
valid solutions. 


1. It is valid because it establishes political, social and 
economic solutions in a democratic way based on the natural 
socialist tendency in man’s relations. Besides, socialism 
forms a new system based on a clear ideological vision 
oriented towards self-determination. 


—Socialism is a value in itself because it links material 
aspects of life with spiritual aspects. 


—It is an alliance of all classes of society to establish 
progress and well-being. It is based on sovereignty and self- 
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determination. It does not permit control of one class over 
another. 


—lIt offers new relations between man and society, a new 
direct popular democracy representing the people's desire 
to control their political, social and economic interests. 


2. It offers various solutions: 


—Socialism offers solutions for its era and according to 
human nature—each generation has its own problems and 
particular circumstances. 


—Socialism offers the firm economic basis that eliminates 
exploitation. It believes that honest individual property 
preserves the primary needs of man. In this way, socialism 
determines the direction and offers solutions that fulfills 
man's will and the needs of society ; its solution of economic 
problems is always just and objective in the particular cir- 
cumstances of a given society. It assures that there does 
not exist the exploiting of man through class dictatorship. 


Countries in the Mediterranean area and from the Third 
World should express their approval of socialist theories 
because their conditions, thoughts, and future aspirations are 
of a common nature and they should be achieved through 
socialism. They should make clear and form statements 
in favor of socialism and against exploiting classes. 

It is possible to combat tyranny through democratic and 
popular support based on popular conferences, commission, 
and unions. This insures that the people have the control 
over the administration of their political, social, and eco- 
nomic interests. 


We, who are from the Mediterranean area, and the Third 
world are faced with the following two problems : 
First : Determination of our situation with regard to the new 
concepts of this period and its ideological and cultural 
theories. 


Second : The power of the people over its national, political, 
economic, and social interests. 


Our country, the R.A. of Libya, has determined its attitude 
with regard to the new ideological and cultural concepts 
establishing the authority and sovereignty of the country to 
choose the revolutionary way through : 


—popular revolution 
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—cultural revolution 
—new popular and direct democracy 


We can point out that our people were not included in 
political and social activity during the era of colonialization 
and the monarchy. We had to force our people to participate 
in the political, economic, social and cultural fields in order 
that this popular forces be productive and defends its 
interests. 

The people of the R.A. of Libya guarantee their participation 
in state institutions through popular conferences and 
commissions, professional federation and direct popular 
democraty based on self-management and self-determination. 


In other words : 

—the popular commissions that work in the production 
centers are elected by the same classes belonging to 
these commissions ; 

—the popular conferences that observe, control, and direct 
the political work elect their ruling committees from the 
common people ; 

—the confederations and professional unions elect their 
bosses directly ; 

—all these committees are found in the popular conferences 
and commissions and within professional confederations 
to formulate the people’s decisions and recommendations 
in the conferences and meetings. 

This is the way we can define the principles of our society ; 
in this manner, the general conference of the people elects 
the president that directs its meetings. It also elects a 
general secretary that replaces the Board of Ministers. 
This general secretary takes charge of executing the general 
political decisions made by the people. 


RELIGION ET CAPITALISM 


Third: The scientific theory of religion allows an under- 
standing of its concepts because the Divine Letters represent 
human progressive revolutions devoted to the honor of man 
and his happiness. 

In truth religion itself does not form any obstacle to the 
essencial realities of life and does not deny the socialist 
concept that has as its aim the preservation of human dig- 
nity and the fulfilment of happiness. 
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The most important characterictics of socialism that form 
its concepts and aspects and that does not go against human 
nature are: 


—public property 


—work is a fundamental value of society being the origin 
of rights 


—the struggle against the exploiting and discrimination of 
classes 


—human beings are the objective basis of the socialist 
struggle guaranteeing liberty and dignity 


—to establish progress based on science and planification 
—to renounce discrimination and fascism 
—to renounce imperialism and colonialism 


—to deepen the values of peace, justice and welfare of 
humanity. 


These socialist characteristics are also religious doctrines. 
Islam is a divine doctrine regarding legislation, but practical 
and scientific in its contents. 

We also want to point out that the Islamic social system 
is established on the subjectivity of man and deepens the 
social union and incarnates human Brotherhood, while pre- 
serving man's liberty and dignity. 

Islam considers that work is a source of all rights, appeals 
to the collective and social responsability of all people 
having as basis brotherhood and equality. Cooperation 
between men for the mutual benefit of the society. 

Ability demands a mutual participation and everything 
that exceeds man needs reforms society. 

The true socialism that belongs to our society requires a 
scientific meditation to understand the Divine Letters. 

Socialism should realize a balance between the spiritual 
and material aspects of mankind with the goal being to reach 
understanding happiness and human dignity. 

In order to solve mankind’s problems in our contemporary 
world, it is necessary to tend to man's spiritual quest, 
especially with the “spiritual emptiness” which charaterizes 
the contemporary civilization in which material aspects 
predominate. 
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METHODS TO EASE 
THE STRAIN OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFLICTS 


We insist that the third road to socialism will be able to 
substitute the dialogue of “shots” for the dialogue of “words” 
with the object being to establish a cooperative method 
among the countries and constitute the basis of an inter- 
national system to ease the strain of the conflict ; they will 
aid the cause peace in the world. 


All this is a human and noble aim that allows us to 
dialogue and fight for it. To achieve victory, it is necessary 
to demonstrate the following: 

1. Unify the vision and the situation due to the grave 
world problems. 

2. Approve the principles of sacrifice for everyone in 
order to strenthen the basis of popular relations and fulfill the 
confort of man and of society as well as to establish col- 
lective labor in the struggle against the objectives of greed 
and imperialist superiority. 


First : Unify the principle of sacrifice for everybody 


1. In the Mediterranean area 


The two major problems that threaten world peace in this 
area are the Palestinian problem and the Zionist occupation 
of their territories as well as the territory of three Arab 
countries and the military existence of foreign forces in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

These two problems are intimately linked, affirming in a 
way the geographic, political and historical relations among 
the villages and countries of the area and in an another 
way the relationship of international Zionism with impe- 
rialism and colonialism. 


a) The Palestine problem 


The socialist organizations and forces do not have a need 
to explain the Palestine problem because of their close 
ties with the Palestine soldiers who fight to free their ter- 
ritories from the invaders. We want to stress the point 
that the Palestine problem is a problem of national freedom 
faced with the most dangerous colonialism that the world 
has ever know and that it is related to American imperialism. 


36 


Therefore the security and peace of the Mediterranean 
countries are connected with this problem. Above all, the 
socialist forces are obliged to understand in a clear way 
that they should give material and spiritual aid in a decisive 
way considering that this is a human problem of men fighting 
for justice and national freedom 

We ask the socialist organizations that they get these 
concepts very clear and that they talk about this with their 
leaders avoiding this way the poor understanding caused by 
Zionist propaganda. 


b) In respect to the problem of security and peace in 
the Mediterranean, it is an essential and important matter 
that requires our cooperation and coordination in the 
struggle to evacuate foreign fleets and bases; in that way 
all the countries of the area can live in peace without being 
bothered by the atomic submarines, aircraft carriers or 
strategic bombs. 

This correct vision of these matters is a service not only 
to the interests of the countries of this area but to all 
humanity ; thus it justifies the need to evacuate the foreign 
military presence. This obliges us to require our people to a 
constant struggle for a work program in which all socialist 
organizations participate and share the success. The R.A. of 
Libya took the initiative, and showed its patriotism liqui- 
dating the North American and British bases from _ its 
territory, in the same way all the countries of the Mediter- 
ranean should fight to erase all foreign presence from their 
territories. Above all it is necessary to keep in mind that 
the Soviet Union has announced that it was willing to with- 
draw its fleet from the Mediterranean, as soon as there 
existed a previous agreement with U. States stating that its 
fleet would also be withdrawn. 


2. The International Level 


Our global situation based on the common viewpoint of 
our countries regarding international problems is represented 
by : 

a) Renouncement of all political, economic and military 
exploitation of developing countries as well as_ small 
countries. The appeal for a community freed from camps and 
associations. 


b) Renouncement of the use of force to solve the inter- 
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national problems and strengthening of patriotic support in 
that fight against American imperialism. 


c) To create a pacific international climate with solid 
basis for justice, equality, and popular cooperation. 


d) To work in favor of disarmament and an end to the 
nuclear arms race in order to live in peace and liberty. 


Second : 


Accept the principle of sacrifice and equality in order 
to establish basis for the relations among our countries and 
the world in general and to work for the well-being, mercy, 
and welfare of the society. The historical revision of our 
relations with the world has to assure us a mutual trust, 
strengthen our meetings and eliminate all the factors that 
drive us to the conflict. 


This is a moral appeal to the present era for the future of 
our countries. In conclusion : 


1. To decide that nobody has the right, under any cir- 
cumstances to exploite people anywhere. 


2. That countries should have the right to use and control 
their wealth and use it for their development, progress, 
confort and wealth as well as to help other developing 
countries to break the economical binds and their depen- 
dency on international monopolies. 


3. To affirm that technology belongs to all of humanity 
and that it must not be monopolized to serve the purpose 
of still further separating the industrial countries, and its 
secrets, from the developing countries. Our era's civili- 
zation must stress new views and values so that mankind 
can overcome national isolation and egocentrism thus setting 
the basis for a completely new universal society. The 
transfer of technology should be improved taking into account 
the different raw materials and the prices. 


4. Strongly confirm the fight against capitalism and all 
the international monopolies so that the multinational enter- 
prises have no possibility at all to exploite these countries 
and their economies. 


As a conclusion, we congratulate and warmly greet the 
wonderful idea of grouping all the socialist organizations, 
stressing the features of the third road which is the way 
to the socialism, justice, and peace. 
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As an answer to our responsibility of serving our countries 
and the hopes and problems of mankind, we affirm and hope 
that a new age is coming to free the mankind from tyranny. 


First : 

The R.A. of Libya, follows a socialist and progressive system 
bound to unite all the really socialist powers of the Mediter- 
ranean area to improve the creative work which guarantees 
the development of mutual relations and protects them from 
aggressive forces. 


Second : 


This means that the efforts from our truly socialist and 
independent organizations must definately have a pratical 
and useful expression to assure their continuity. 
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Report by 
The General Secretary 
of the Popular Socialist Party 
P.) 


Spain 


Spain's New Mediterranean Policy 


The democratic opposition, and even more so socialist op- 
position, must offer an alternative to traditional Franquist 
policy in domestic as well as foreign affairs. 

In domestic affairs, Spanish public opinion, legimately, no 
longer limits itself to superficial criticism of the current 
situation. 

Apprehensive and perplexed after the inevitable confusion 
provoked by fourty years during which all domestic debate 
was stifled, this public opinion, basing its stand on precise 
and varied information, demands that the political forces 
which have struggled in clandestine conditions for years and 
who, even today, struggle under conditions of restricted liber- 
ties and under the constant threat of being dissolved, set forth 
precise perspectives and political positions which they can 
present to the country in order to solve its current problems. 

The answer to this request is a serious challenge for all 
democratic forces. 

First, because the Franquist state and its ruling classes, 
well aware of what one of their main advantages, have con- 
tinued to muzzle information. 
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Secondly, the passage to precise and concrete criticism 
increases the risk of error. It is more convenient to limit 
oneself to legitimate criticism which crystallizes the positions 
of socialist forces and to ‘declare’ that the government pro- 
hibites liberty and democracy in the essential goal of main- 
taining a global and unitary form of criticism. 

Certainly, the unification of the entire democratic opposition 
constitutes the principal goal. It is also the main aim of the 
PSP. 

The party is prepared to accept the challenge by announcing 
its positions. It does this for two reasons. 


1. It is necessary to put an end to the government's claim, 
and more precisely the actual ruling class’ claim, that it alone 
has the good and the bad solutions to our problems thanks to 
its experience and its control of the information networks, 
and that it is ultimately better to offer a mediocre solution 
then not to propose one at all. 


2. Disagreements which could arise among democratic for- 
ces are not necessarily factors indicating weakness. On the 
contrary, diversity of opinion corresponds to political plural- 
ism which all democrats support. This diversity will enrichen 
the opposition’s unified platform and the Common Program 
of the left-wing forces. 

Once again, the PSP does not put forward intellectually arro- 
gant positions. Instead it invites all left-wing forces to en- 
gage in a dialogue. During its Third Congress, which met at 
the beginning of June 1976, it proposed the same action and 
declared that its Congress was open to all democratic forces 
without limitation to time alloted nor themes discussed ; its 
purpose was to lay the foundations for a common action and 
a common platform. 

It is necessary to remark, however, that Franquist dema- 
gogy and opportunism deformed certain themes. Indeed, a 
regime which cannot propose a valid solution for the problems 
of succession will purposely separate a concrete situation 
from its overall context in order to adopt positions which for- 
mally correspond to democratic of left-wing dispositions. This 
caracterizes an element of Franquist thought. For example, 
in international policy Franquist Monopoly Capitalism’s claim, 
during its last phase, to Europeanism and relations with the 
Arab countries demonstrates this phenomenon. The Arab 
nation’s cause is oriented to the struggle against imperialism ; 
the claimed pro-Arab policy of the dictatorship and its suc- 
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cessors has been, as many realize, a form of political substi- 
tution and a “waiting room” during a period of isolation ; this 
policy will be valid until the current regime can be integrated 
into the Atlantic system. 

On the other hand, because Franquism results from the 
ideological prejudices of the ruling class, it poses serious 
obstacles in our relations with Algeria, Libya, Iraq, and Syria. 
Also, its engagement in the direction of the general orienta- 
tions and objectives of American policy does not enable it to 
adopt, or only in theory, a pro-Arab policy. It is exactly the 
same situation for its Mediterranean policy. 

Given the difference which exists between demagogy and a 
policy based on facts and inspired by ideals, the verbal cover 
of the current regime translates into real policy of a different 
nature. 

For that reason, we unmask the demagogy of the Franquist 
system by basing our analysis on real facts and ideological 
principles. 


1. The Double Geopolitical Dimension Of Spain 


The Iberian Peninsula, and especially Spain, is situated at 
the crossroads between the Mediterranean and the Atlantic 
regions. The Mediterranean region is not integrated into a 
geopolitical system because of the existence of two different 
focal points which are potentially contrastable : the Atlantic 
coast and the coast opposite North Africa. 

This situation gives to the Iberian Peninsula an important 
international role in the world and the regional balance of 
power. The latter is even more important. At the same time 
there exists a growing danger that the great powers try to 
integrate Spain's Mediterranean role into their Atlantic policy. 

If this takes place, Spain would become a satellite, not only 
losing its capacity to organize its Mediterranean interests, but 
also its Mediterranean vocation in the interest of the Atlantic 
alliance. 


2. The PSP’s Position Regarding The Atlantic Question 


From a geopolitical viewpoint, the PSP has always adopted 
a social and cultural orientation towards Europe. Spain has a 
European dimension and not an Atlantic one. 

Atlantism is the results of subordination to the goals and 
objectives of a major power and the influence of its institu- 
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tions and instruments: integration into a defense system, 
military staff, multinationals, etc. On this subject the PSP 
has declared: “The PSP stands for European Unity and the 
integration of Spain into such a project if it part of a federal 
system of the European countries’. 

At the same time, the PSP has denounced the corruption of 
Atlantic oriented Europeanism through the growing domina- 
tions of multinationals and the substitution of an authentic 
economic and sociological analysis by a technocratic analysis. 

The PSP would like to see an open Europe, one which does 
not seek hegemony nor attempt to establish a military bloc 
against the Eastern countries. However, the two great 
powers divide the region in different spheres of influence. 

The final problem concerning the Atlantic is the Canary 
Islands. A democratic Spain, with an autonomous and federal 
caracter, would take measures in this sense : to reinforce the 
archipelago as a contact point between Africa and Latin 
America and to establish a policy based on maritime law gua- 
rantying its territorial waters and a zone of interest reserved 
for these islands. In this situation, equitable relations must 
be established between Spain and Morocco. These relations, 
based on self-determination, will be able to find a stable and 
just solution for the situation in the Sahara. 


3. Spain’s Mediterranean Vocation 


For geographical, economic, historical, and cultural reasons 
a large part of Spain's population and regions is Mediterra- 
nean oriented. 

Economic interests and trade relations between Spain and 
the Mediterranean countries, as well as their geographical 
continuation in the Middle East, have a considerable impor- 
tance. 

The PSP, which respects the viewpoint of the European so- 
cialist parties and organizations, views with apprehension 
certain attitudes of international socialism and certain Social- 
Democratic parties vis-a-vis the Arab and Palestinian pro- 
blems. However, the PSP favorably welcomes and encoura- 
ges the recent initiatives of the Austrian Chancellor Kreisky. 


4. Elements For A Socialist Mediterranean Policy 


The first requirement is the establishment of real autonomy 
for the Mediterranean. The lack of autonomy results in sa- 
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tellite status. From this situation, the need to counteract the 
challenges, perceived according to a pre-determined scheme 
inherited from another power, appears. The Super Powers 
attempt to create satellites and neutralize the dominant con- 
flicts. 

The “Sonnenfield” doctrine is a perfect example of this 
orientation. Neutrality is impossible in the Mediterranean 
for the reason that the great powers try to create satellites. 

Concerning its application to Spain, the “shrinking” of its 
autonomy, for example the possibility to decide each situation 
according to its national interests, was expressed in the Ja- 
nuary 24, 1976 agreements with the United States and directly 
or indirectly with NATO. 

The incorporation of Spain in NATO is a real national pro- 
blem ; such a move adds nothing to our national security and 
defense ; on the other hand, it makes our foreign relations 
much more difficult. The argument which implies that the 
Spanish participation in NATO could modernize or democratize 
the Spanish army is an insult to our army and doesn't corres- 
pond to any objective reality. 

Under the Salazar and Caetano regimes Portugal belonged 
to NATO. The democratic change in Portugal is certainly not 
due to the effects of NATO, but rather to new realities in the 
Third World. 

The officers of the Spanish army are the same level of 
modernization and indoctrination as the majority of the popu- 
lation who is not politicized, but aware of the necessity of a 
political life in a democratic framework. 

The second point it the necessity of reducing tensions in 
the Mediterranean. 

In the current situation, the Super Powers and the secon- 
dary powers enforce a traditional form of hegemony in the 
Mediterranean which doesn't allow foreign policy autonomy 
for the bordering nations under the excuse that tension spots 
exist in the region. 

The balance of power which exists in the Mediterranean is 
based on terror. Such a power balance eliminates any intitia- 
tives by the basin’s countries and turns them into passive 
pawns of world politics. Local conflicts and rivalities are the 
second source of tension. The PSP proposes the establish- 
ment of an organization of Mediterranean nations which could 
aid in negotiations and arbitration among Mediterranean coun- 
tries involved in disputes. 
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Thirdly, regarding the two previous points, the aim of this 
organization of Mediterranean states would be to complete 
the central system of the Super Powers by a regional system 
of political and defense agreements. With the existence of 
such a system, the argument of the great powers according 
to which their presence in the region prevents a power 
vacuum and consequently prevents local conflicts from des- 
troying the regional equilbrium, will no longer be valid. 

An essential part of this system is the principle established 
in Article 14 of the 1958 Geneva Conference which concerns 
territorial waters and which gives the Mediterranean countries 
the right to grant the right of way to war ships in conformity 
with their own judgements concerning the danger which such 
movements have for their own security. 


5. Three Questions Which Preoccupy Us 


Finally, three questions concern us as Mediterraneans : 
Gibralter, Malta, and Yugoslavia’s future. 


Gibralter: The PSP insists on the necessity of the integra- 
tion of the rock and the city into the community of the Spanish 
people. 


Malta: The PSP supports Malta’s attempt to win a status 
of permanent neutrality garanteed by the major world powers. 
All Mediterranean states must garanty such a neutrality which 
would be a decisive step in the direction of peace and stability 
in the region. 


Yugoslavia: The evolution of this country’s personal form 
of socialism is an interesting experience. Mediterranean 
countries should support their Yugoslave comrades in order 
to prevent the great powers from solving the problem to their 
own advantage. 


The outlines and the geopolitical goals of the Mediterranean 
are clear in our minds. However, any policy which is not 
elaborated according to its own conception of a social model 
lacks profundity. Therefore, this First Conference of Socialist 
Parties is the first step in the analysis and the promotion of a 
Mediterranean model of socialism and we are confident that 
it will lead to stability, peace, and progress for all our coun- 
tries. 
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Speech by 
the Labour Party 
Delegation 
(L.P.) 


Malta 


Malta's Continuing contribution towards 
a sovereign and socialist Mediterranean 


When the Maltese Socialist Party won power in June 1971 
Malta was a NATO base and a key centre for the operations 
of the US dominated organisation. This role had negatively 
consolidated Malta's stance as a fortress, deployed in the in- 
terests of one of the world’s superpowers. Thus our island 
found itself aiding one of the worlds major blocs to dominate 
the whole region to the detriment of other neighbouring 
states. 

My socialist government put an end to all this. It neu- 
tralised this despotic role by first telling NATO to move its 
headquarters elsewhere and secondly by informing the British 
government of the new conditions under which their forces 
would be allowed to remain in Malta. Itis important to point 
out that we were elected in 1971 with a clear mandate to 
execute our two-pronged foreign policy platform. The first 
was to give Malta as much political and economic indepen- 
dence as was possible in a world of interdependence. At the 
same time we had to make sure that the phasing out of the 
British military base would be the last of the long historical 
series instead of making way for another foreign military 
occupation. 

Thus although we renegotiated a new Anglo-Maltese base 


facility agreement we did this with an open mind whilst 
planning to limit the function and scope of this British base 
and to close it down for good within a defined period. We 
also managed to get the nations interested in keeping the 
British base functioning to contribute as large a part as pos- 
sible of the funds that were required to replace Malta's 
fortress economy by one based on industry and on the skills 
of her people. Malta's primery objective was non-alignment. 
This endorsed our view of Malta as a bridge for peace 
amongst the people of the Mediterranean, particularly amongst 
the people of the Mediterranean in the European continent 
and the Arab world. We have opted for neutrality not merely 
for idealistic purposes but also because we firmly believe 
that this role gives us the greatest security possible ; a role 
which at long last serves our interests as much as it serves 
those of our neighbours. Through this policy we have forged 
various friendships, whilst consolidating old ones with 
countries genuinely interested in the cause of peace. 


When the people of Malta bravely faced terrible economic 
consequences rather than give in to British theats, the moral, 
political, and economic bridge between Malta and the Libyan 
Arab People’s Republic was constructed, a bridge that has 
remained just as strong, tanks to Libya’s eagerness to offer 
co-operation and our determination to forge a solid dialogue 
with our Arab neighbours. 


On the other hand, releations with Italy did not have such a 
good start. This was because when we assumed, apart from 
Italy having then looked down on us with disdain since it wag 
one of the staunchest members of NATO, we had even de- 
clared one of their top admirals within NATO as a persona 
non grata, an admiral who has since than proved us right 
since he had taken to campaign for neofascism in Italy. 


It is to our credit that in spite of these factors, Italy not only 
came to understand our friendly neutralistic objectives but 
became convinced of the sincerity of our objectives and how 
these suited the long term interests of the Mediterranean 
region. 

The friendship with Italy helped us lay the second level of 
the bridge we had set out to construct between two different 
continents. For the first time quadropartite talks at both 
ministerial and technical level were started between four 
extremely dissimilar central Mediterranean neighbours— 
Italy, Libya, Malta and Tunisia. 
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To enable us to succeed in our Mediterranean vocation we 
have asked a number of our Arab and European friends to 
join in guaranteeing Malta's neutrality and her initial econo- 
mic viability. The Libyan Arab People’s Republic accepted 
this role quickely. Algeria too recognised our sincerity. The 
West on its part has been reluctant to decide. It is our inten- 
tion to struggle hard to extend this co-operative effort. 


In 1975 Malta renegotiated its EEC agreement in the hope 
of substituting an economically unfeasable agreement with a 
new agreement that was bent on exploiting our limited 
industrial output to the hilt. Apart from giving Malta better 
educational and research acces to top European institutions, 
the new agreement extends more tangible co-operation in such 
major sectors as trade, industry, agriculture, finance and 
technology. 

When the Finnish government invited my government to 
take part in the conference on security and cooperation in 
Europe, we availed ourselves of this unique historical occasion 
to focus European attention on the Mediterranean. At Hel- 
sinki we stressed that there could be no European security 
without Mediterranean security. Co-operation amongst Euro- 
pean states could reduce the risks of warfare only if it was 
complimented by co-operation with all their neighbouring 
states in the Mediterranean. 

Opposition from the two superpowers was and still is fierce 
and highly sustained. Inspite of these obvious and predic- 
table obstructions we stood -hard, determined to emphasise 
that the first prerequisite was a dialogue with the non Euro- 
pean Mediterranean states. Thanks to our intervention the 
views of such non-European Mediterranean states as Algeria, 
Egypt, Syria and Tunisia were heard at the Conference. 

We are now, at this particular moment in Geneva, insisting 
that all Arab socialist parties be accepted as “consultative 
parties” in the Socialist International in order to strenghten 
the dialogue and co-operation. 

Also important is the fact that the “Mediterranean Docu- 
ment” that emerged from Helsinki committed the two super- 
powers to reduce their forces in the Mediterranean. It is 
with regret that we register the harsh reality that the Helsinki 
document has so far remained nearly a dead letter. Apart 
from taking the step to set up a regional centre to combat 
oil pollution in the Mediterranean, based in Malta, no positive 
action has so far been recorded. The opposition we expe- 


rience in Helsinki has been translated into apathy, indifference 
and manifest inaction. 

At Belgrade, when the European Security Conference re- 
convenes in the summer of 1977, we expect to see the theme 
of the sovereignty of the Mediterranean dealt with in more 
practical terms, in the hope that rather than providing us 
with pleasant sounding resolutions we shall draft specifice 
measures of economic, commercial and technological co-ope- 
ration and consultations with non participating states. 

As a member of my country's socialist government | feel in 
duty bound to appeal for a more positive and practical outlook 
to the question of Mediterranean sovereignty. We must not 
only increase the general awareness of our common socialist 
ideals but we must also work out an order of priorities toge- 
ther in the hope of translating our noble ideals into facts and 
positive realities. This | dare say should be the central 
idea of our next conference. 

The road ahead will not be easy. We do not only have 
apathy to overcome. The tighter our efforts will be and the 
closer we will work in unison, the more stumbling blocks we 
shall come across from those whose interests are to debase 
Mediterranean sovereignty rather than purify it. As socialists 
we should remind ourselves that the same way we face our 
internal and domestic squables we should tackle this mam- 
moth task of creating the Mediterranean basin of peace we all 
yearn for. The harsher the challenge, the stiffer and stronger 
should be our concerted effort and determination. 

As realists, we the delegation of the Republic of Malta, 
believe strongly that if tackled, the theme of Mediterranean 
sovereignty could easily materialise from the theme of a 
highly interesting seminar to a positive line of action yielding 
rewarding results. 
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Declaration of the 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement 
(P.A.S.O.K.) 


Greece 


Dear Comrades, 


Our presence at this Conference confirms the political posi- 
tion of PASOK which views it as the beginning of a future 
collaboration among our parties and peoples. 

It is necessary to underline the fact that our party was one 
of the first to give its support to the idea and the initiative 
which made today’s meeting possible. 

Indeed, the problematic and the ideas which pushed us in 
that direction are related to the following reasons : 


1. It is an uncontestable fact that PASOK has its origines 
in the national liberation struggle of our people against Ame- 
rican imperialism during the seven years of the recent mili- 
tary-fascist dictatorship. It is evident in our country and 
among the popular masses that our movement will continue 
the struggle until our country achieves complete indepen- 
dence and popular sovereignty. 

Consequently, we welcome the presence at the Conference 
of other movements of national liberation, and particularly the 
PLO, the vanguard which leads in difficult conditions the 
struggles of the heroic Palestinian people against imperialism 
and Zionism. 
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2. The other essential point which conditions the success 
of today's Conference is related to the political and historical 
polarization between northern and southern Europe. This 
highly significative polarization phenomenon is mainly caused 
by the structure of capitalism in the metropolitan centers 
which greatly differs from capitalism's corresponding struc- 
ture at the periphery of the system. 

Is it currently possible to question the fact that countries 
such as Greece, southern Italy, Spain, and Portugal belong to 
a different socio-economic structure than the northern coun- 
tries ? Certainly not. 

Also, it isn’t possible to ignore that after the Second World 
War, Monopoly Capitalism’s efforts were expanded in order to 
bring under its control, both economically and politically, the 
countries of southern Europe as well as those of the Third 
World. The mecanism used to accomplish this goal were: 
multinationals, military alliances, and other types of economic 
organizations. It isn’t by chance, for example, that several 
European personalities lend their support to the common view 
that Africa is “Europe’s garden’. 


3. Another reason which drives us to push for concrete 
results from this Conference is that western Europe's socio- 
political interests are sacrified for the interests of the northern 
Atlantic countries. Our people have understood this fact and 
consequently they refuse any form of imperialist domination. 
We are struggling for the development of a different political 
doctrine and also for a different socio-political model which 
will take into consideration national caracteristics related to 
the principles of socialist transition. 

After the exposition of the above reasons, it is possible to 
draw the following conclusion: the principal caracteristic 
which determines if a political party has a socialist orienta- 
tion is its attitude toward imperialism and its socio-economic 
structures. 

For us, Greek Socialists of PASOK, the imperialist structure, 
which we have just: outlined, dominates the political life of 
our country. It is an oppressed country under strict depen- 
dency to Amecican and western European imperialism. 

This dependency is less related to the degree of Greek 
participation in NATO or the presence of American bases in 
our country, as to the glaring presence in Greece of foreign 
monopolies which limit and reduce our national existence. 

Because of the common nature of our socio-political condi- 


tions and those of our anti-imperialist struggle, our presence 
at this Conference enables us, members of PASOK, to pro- 
claim our faith in the necessity of creating an alliance among 
the socialist forces of the Mediterranean region. We con- 
sider that this alliance will take on a considerable historical 
and political importance which is indespensible in order to 
collectively combat imperialism and its local substitutes in 
our region. 

PASOK firmly believes in the existence of real possibilities 
for collaboration in all the different areas among Mediterra- 
nean countries. This collaboration will create all the neces- 
sary conditions which will favor the interests of the region's 
peoples. We would like to announce to you that Comrade 
Papandreou, an eminent economist known throughout the 
world, has undertaken to direct the economics department of 
the CENTER OF MEDITERRANEAN STUDIES which was recent- 
ly created in Athenes by an initiative of PASOK. 

Our party believes that in order to ensure that our efforts 
at this Conference have concrete results, we should decide to 
create a coordinating organization or a coordinating Secreta- 
riat. We give it this name to underline its international na- 
ture. This Secretariat should play a role in opposition to the 
Second Socialist International. It should also become in the 
future a real International which effectively uses its energy 
to create a free and anti-imperialist Mediterranean region— 
that is to say, a Mediterranean region exclusively belonging 
to the peoples who live there. 


The COORDINATING SECRETARIAT will also be expected 
to: 


1. Elaborate concrete proposals for intensifying collabora- 
tion among our political parties. 

2. Support the efforts of the CENTER OF MEDITERRANEAN 
STUDIES recently created in Athenes ; it takes an active in- 
terest in the strategy of the region's socialist parties. We 
believe that this center's objectives are part of the Conferen- 
ce's objectives. 

3. Study the perspectives for the establishment of an eco- 
nomic community for the Mediterranean countries. 


4. Expand the cultural and artistic collaboration among the 
fraternal peoples united by their common historical experience 
and liberation struggles. 


39 


It is in this spirit that we believe that today’s Conference 
represents for us a considerable historical event concerning 
the future of our peoples. 

PASOK pledges to strive to materially accomplish the 
results of this Conference with the purpose of enrichening 
our common struggle for : 


NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, 
POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY, 
SOCIAL LIBERATION. 


Declaration of 
Socialist Intervention Group 
GIS.) 


Portugal 


Dear Comrades, 


It is evident that there are significant differences in the 
articulations of social formations between the northern and 
southern European countries. As a rule, the northern Euro- 
pean countries are caracterized by social formations where 
the process of destruction-integration has eliminated all the 
previous modes of production; thus capitalism is the only 
mode of production in these societies. Capitalism has also 
been able to achieve the integration of the working classes in 
these nations through the over-exploitation of the periphery. 
In the countries of southern Europe the survival of precapi- 
talist modes of production is still a fact, despite the depen- 
dency of these modes of production on the capitalist mode 
of production; the lack of integration of these countries’ 
working classes is a phenomenom which has important 
consequences. 

We must take into account in southern Europe as well as 
in Arab countries and in North Africa the existence of well 
structured forces with important support in the popular 
masses. We must establish political relations with them 
in order to reinforce the anti-imperialist struggle. The 
Mediterranean and southern Europe, subordinate and depen- 
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dent in the framework of capitalist world development, have 
been up until the present period more an object of inter- 
vention by the great powers and multinationals than an 
active subject in the search for peace and security. It is 
indespensable to join the struggle for peace and security 
with the struggle against capitalist exploitation in each 
country as well as in the wider framework of the anti- 
imperialist struggle. The conditions for a Euro-Arab_ dia- 
logue, even with the differences and the contradictions 
inherent on both sides of the Mediterranean littoral, are in 
the possibilities of continuing an efficient and common anti- 
imperialist struggle—a struggle whose goal must be so- 
cialism and the end of exploitation of man by man. 

In what way are we in Portugal part of the Mediterranean 
zone ? 

it is clear that Portugal is geopolitically part of Europe. 
Of course, this does not exclude the profound ties which 
link us to the Portugese speaking countries of Africa— 
Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde 
islands—which necessarily represents a major preoccupation 
or our foreign policy. 

We believe that Portugal, because of its position as a 
former colonizing power which achieved decolonization 
through left-wing political power, possesses particularly 
favorable conditions to become a meeting point in the Euro- 
African dialogue which is fondamental for any anti-imperialist 
policy. 

We believe that only the widest diversification of relation- 
ships will permit the elimination of a state of dependency 
which has been, and still is, a burden on Portugal ; we realize, 
however, that Europe is and will remain the essential area of 
our foreign engagements. 

Now is the time to choose the theater of struggle given 
that in our era the transition to socialism must take place in 
a geopolitical framework larger than the nation-state. 

In this manner, a theater of struggle, in which it is neces- 
sary to develop a common strategic research, now exists 
in the countries of southern Europe; in this area, the coming 
together of capitalism's contradictions in the current phase 
of the class struggle puts the basic principles of the system 
into question as well as showing the way to a new historical 


stage. 
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1) The Libyan delegation chaired the Conference's first session. 


2) The P.S.P. delegation and the Spanish F.S.P. chaired the second 
session. 


3) The Malta Labour Party delegation chaired the third and last 
session. 


4) The Spanish delegate read, in Spanish, the “Barcelona Decla- 
ration”. 


5) The Libyan delegate read, in Arab, the “Barcelona Declaration”. 


6) The delegations received the “Barcelona Declaration” with 
warm applause. 


7) From left to right: the Maltese delegate and the two Unified 
Socialist Party (France) delegates. 


8) On the left, the Press Attaché at the Libyan Embassy in Paris 
with the representatives of the Arab and foreign press. 
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Declaration of the 
Unified Socialist Party 
(P.S.U.) 


France 


The P.S.U. desired to be represented at this Conference 
because its origines are situated in the struggle against 
French colonialism and imperialism during the Algerian war 
for national independence. This is an historical reason, but 
since imperialism is omnipresent today we want to particu- 
larly welcome the presence of the P.L.O. delegation and 
pay homage to the armed struggle which the Palestinian 
people are carrying out in an especially difficult and complex 
international situation. Our militant, anti-imperialist, and re- 
volutionary solidarity goes out to the Palestinian people. 

We feel that it is necessary to make certain points clear 
from the beginning. We do not have the same analysis, nor 
the same analytical framework, as certain participants. We 
particularly believe that the class struggle is the motor force 
of history and that it continues during the period of socialist 
transition. 

Differences probably exist in the conditions for the socialist 
struggle between the over-developed capitalist countries of 
the Mediterranean’s northern littoral and those of the southern 
littoral ; the latter’s task is one of national liberation and the 
struggle against neocolonialism and imperialism which re- 
quires different types of class alliances. 
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Without seeking to cover up these differences in approach 
as well as eventual ideological and theoretical divergencies, 
we believe that it isn’t necessaire to stress them. The Con- 
ference should concentrate on those factors uniting us in the 
struggle against imperialism instead of those elements which 
risk to divide us. 

There are several points of agreement on which we have 
something to say and do as a political organization struggling 
against imperalism and for socialism. 


|. Security and Demilitarization of the Mediterranean. 


The rivalry between two power blocs has transformed the 
Mediterranean into one of the areas in the world with the 
highest concentration of fleets and nuclear weapons. This 
situation is becoming a nonsense from the military viewpoint 
because the American and Soviet fleets spend their time sig- 
naling to each other in order to avoid collisions. The border- 
ing nations realize that this situation is also an ecological nui- 
sance and a danger for navigation. A lessening of naval 
forces is not unthinkable. We support positions which are 
in keeping with the struggle for a denuclearization and a demi- 
litarization of the Mediterranean. 


a) Denuclearization. 


It is definable in the general principles proposed by United 
Nations experts and approved by the General Assembly on 
12-11-1975 which recommended the formation of nuclear free 
zones. This draft proposition was not adopted by France, the 
US, Great Britain, and the USSR. The nuclear powers op- 
posed it because the guaranty clause depended on the General 
Assembly instead of the Security Council dominated by them. 

This means that any regional denuclearization must depend 
on a political struggle within the Mediterranean states which 
are also nuclear powers. In this case, it is France. 

The P.S.U. is the only left-wing French party to maintain its 
opposition to the principle of French nuclear weapons. Our 
struggle against French nuclear armament is naturally related 
to the struggle for the denuclearization of the Mediterranean. 


b) Demilitarization of the Mediterranean. 


We oppose the reorientation of French military policy 
towards armed intervention in the Mediterranean under the 
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cover and with the approval of Washington. The offer of a 
“French expeditionary force for Lebanon”, announced by Gis- 
card while he was in the US, is an extremely dangerous prece- 
dent of this type of collusion. Any military preparation for 
military tasks and “law and order” operations, even without 
practical application, has the inevitable consequence of orient- 
ing the French army towards a renewal of its colonialist men- 
tality and, in domestic affairs, towards its use in the repres- 
sion of popular movements. 

Accordlingly, we support all efforts to diminish the use of 
military forces in the Mediterranean. 

Furthermore, we believe that our efforts should be princi- 
pally oriented towards demilitarization and not limited only to 
the departure of foreign fleets. In this respect, France and 
Italy as well as Greece, Turkey, Spain and Tunisia could see 
their role reinforced as the direct American presence dimi- 
nished. We would be against any form of demilitarization 
which could lead to a reinforcing of French or any other mili- 
tarism in the framework of an expended NATO: this would 
ultimately be in conformity with the Nixon doctrine and the 
higher interests of American imperialism. 


ll. Europe. 


We consider there actually exists a real danger for the 
creation of a European political bloc which would only be a 
vassal to American interests and the internationalization of 
capital. The establishment of a European Parliament, even if 
elections brought Social-Democratic parties to power, would 
lead to the hegemony of the German bourgeoisie and, secon- 
darily, the French bourgeoisie. At the European institutional 
level, there will necessarily be an elimination or a reduction 
in the influence of the revolutionary parties which have a cer- 
tain influence in the Mediterranean countries. Limited to 
the role of a loyal opposition and under the threat of being 
banned as in the German model( e.g. the banning of Marxist 
parties as unconstitutional, job restrictions in the civil service, 
etc.), these parties and their popular influence are liable to be 
weakened under the necessity of a “useful” vote in interna- 
tional elections. 

If the creation of Europe becomes a reality in its currently 
planned form, there is a risk of a setback or even an elimina- 
tion of socialism in Europe and consequently, the rupture of 
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the Mediterranean basin as a possible base for a strong 
anti-imperialist alliance. 

Both the “rich” northern countries with their economy based 
on profit and the southern developing nations depend on in 
their strategic negotiations : 1) the support of popular forces 
and left-wing parties in Europe which can effectively influence 
their governments, and 2) their trans-Mediterranean and anti- 
imperialist community of interests. 


Declaration of the 
Cypriot Socialist Party 
(E.D.1.K.) 


Cyprus 


What events have lately taken place in the M.E., the 
Balkans, and the Eastern Mediterranean ? We are already 
acquainted with the utilisation of proxies and internal bridge- 
heads for the promotion of postcolonialist designs. Israel 
has been a prime example; the Greek junta and the Turkish 
government have been later illustrations of infiltration and 
aggression by proxy. | 

The end result of this process has been the occupation of 
extended territories of the Arab nation which forced the 
Palestinians from their homes, semi-control of the natural 
resources of the area, and semi-occupation of Cyprus which 
they are trying to turn into a strongpoint of post-colonialist 
activities in the region. 

The resistance of the democratic movement of Cyprus 
contributed considerably to the fall of the dictatorial regime 
and frustrated, till now, the colonisation of Cyprus by NATO. 

This report will not attempt to give a complete analysis 
of the situation, but deals with the latest developments in 
our region and especially, the renewed US effort to bring 
the whole area under its complete control. 

Their goal was to destroy the progressive movement in 
Lebanon, especially the Palestinian resistance. To achieve 
this, they utilised an international bridgehead represented by 


the phalangists and other reactionary elements. The idea 
was to partition Lebanon in three parts and to create a 
new Israel in the middle of Lebanon. The brilliant struggle 
of the progressive forces, especially the Palestinian resis- 
tance, frustated, at least till now, this imperialist design. 
The latent risks should not be under-estimated. The present 
situation should be considered as a temporary recess. The 
reactionnary forces are being regrouped and rearmed to 
undertake aggressive activities in 1977. This indicates that 
if the progressive forces do not take full advantage of this 
period, they will be faced with even more difficult circum- 
stances in 1977. This is independent of the results of the 
elections. It is the elections themselves that constitute the 
inhibiting factor. The results are absolutely irrelevant. The 
effort to isolate the Palestinian resistance is of paramount 
importance. The post-colonialist forces realise that the 
Palestinian resistance constitutes a pillar of progressive 
developments in the area and by its nature, has a consistant 
anti-imperialist character. Thus it becomes their main 
target. If the Palestinian resistance is defeated the whole 
region will come under the direct or indirect domination of 
the post-colonialist forces. 


The events in the Balkan Peninsula 


The US administration initiated an aid agreement mainly 
of a military character, with Turkey totaling a billion dollars. 
This brought a loud protest from Greece and Greek-American 
lobby (2.5 million Americans of Greek origine). This 
protest played a decisive role in defeating the agreement in 
the Congress. In Cyprus, there were violent anti-American 
demonstrations as this agreement was correctly assessed as 
a reward for the aggression and occupation of 40 % of Cyprus. 
Shortly after, an Americano-Greek agreement was announced 
for 700 million dollars. This brought strong indignation from 
the entire Greek opposition and from all sides in Cyprus. 
The excuse used was that of national security. Greece had 
to fill the gap that the American-Turkish agreement created 
in the balance of power between its two junior allies. Its 
real reason was to further adventurist exploits, and regarding 
Turkey this was obviously connected with the possibility 
of quick replacement of material losses in case of a new 
Arab-Israel confrontation. The material may later be 
silently refurnished to Turkey. 
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Needless to say that the popular reaction in Greece was 
very strong. The Cyprus question has become a strong 
catalyst for progressive developments in Greece. 

In Turkey, the popular movement is under strong op- 
pression, but even so everyday incidents show that the ruling 
class’ policy is strongly opposed by the masses. 


Cyprus and Arab oil 


In Cyprus, the tactical approach of the post-colonialist 
forces was to frustate any movement of resistance against 
the establishment of a “domaine” republic or the multina- 
tionalization through factual partition. They have not been 
sucessful so far. The projected idea of a forthcoming solu- 
tion through the so called intercommunal negotiations (in 
reality the talks are between the Cypriots and Ankara 
through their mouth-piece Denktash) aims at frustrating any 
organized attempts to oppose post-colonialist plans. The 
fall of Clarides (after the admission that he had concluded 
a secret agreement with Denktash, which he concealed from 
President Makarios. the National Council, and the Cabinet) 
and the proposals which amount to a legalization of occu- 
pation, plus rights within the now free areas, reveal the 
fact that these talks, in reality, already are dead. Kissinger 
has good reason to keep them in this form. In this way, he 
can deceive international public opinion and the American 
public and Congress, especially on the eve of elections in 
the US. 

But there is an alternative: to proceed to true interna- 
tionalisation of the issue, prevent the utilisation of any 
methods which deceive public opinion (like the present 
false talks), mobilise all the progressive states of the world, 
utilise all form of international solidarity, and prepare solid 
foundations for real resistance against the obvious effort of 
Turkey to put the whole island under its control. 

The problem is organically linked with ME developments. 
The significance of Cyprus does not lie in its very limited 
natural resources but in its proximity to the Arab oil and 
the area's communication routes. This leads to the necessity 
for a firm consistent co-operation among the progressive 
forces of the region in a common effort to frustate the 
imperialist Zionist plan. 
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Out of NATO 


The issue is also interwoven with Greek and Turkish 
developments. 

It is in the interest of the Greek nation and of course, in 
the interest of Cyprus, that Greece should leave NATO. This 
will be the source of a series of beneficial developments 
for the struggle of the Cypriots for the true independence. 
The imperialists have utilised the national structure of the 
island to infiltrate and later to impose a form of semi- 
occupation. The progressive forces can change this situa- 
tion. This issue should become a cause to rally the Greek 
people to a front against NATO (mainly US, plots in the 
region, which deprive Greece of a national and independent 
way of development). The same is true for Turkey, if we 
can change Turkey’s “victory” in Cyprus into a_ non- 
profitable adventure in the long run. 

The conclusion is that now more than ever there is the 
necessity for close co-operation among progressive forces 
of the area for a common plan and a common tactical 
approach. 1976 should be utilised to the maximum in order 
to strenthen progressive forces. If we do this sucessfully 
we can turn the expected 1977 renewed post-colonialist 
aggression into a victory for our forces. Thus we can 
establish an area, where the inhabitants are masters of their 
own destiny and their national resources. The role of the 
socialist parties in Mediterranean countries not only is not 
diminished, but on the contrary is expanded in geographical 
scope, embracing new regions that erroneously felt that they 
were free from the post-colonialist threat. 
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Speech by the Chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization 
Delegation 
(P.L.O.) 


Palestine 


The head of the Palestinian Liberation Organization's dele- 
gation began his speech by thanking the parties and organiza- 
tions who invited his delegation to the Conference. He em- 
phasized the following three points : 


1. The problems under consideration at the Conference go 
beyond the current stage of the struggle being waged by the 
Palestinian people. If socialism and the improvement of the 
human condition are fondamental preoccupations under consi- 
deration at the Conference, the P.L.O. delegation juges it ne- 
cessary to begin with the liberation of Palestine by the Pales- 
tinian people who can then consider other subjects under dis- 
cussion, like peace in the Mediterranean, as being even more 
closely related to their cause. 


2. Once this is made clear, the P.L.O. delegation considers 
that the Zionist base in Palestine constitutes the principal 
tension point and danger in the region; peace can only be 
established in the Mediterranean after the Palestinian people 
recovers its rights—mainly, the right to regain its country and 
establish a Palestinian Democratic state. 


3. The P.L.O. delegation considers that the invitation to 
participate at the First Conference of Socialist Parties of the 
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Mediterranean basin is a recognition, by the different delega- 
tions, of the P.L.O. and all its goals. Thus, it invites the 
Conference to take all the necessary steps to support the 
Palestinian people’s struggle led by the P.L.O. The P.L.O. de- 
legation presented to the Conference a draft project inviting 
it to work for the repatriation of the Jewish immigrants in 
Palestine to their country of origine. 
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Declaration of 
Socialist Union of Popular Forces 
Delegation 
(U.S.F.P.) 


Morocco 


Dear Comrades, 


in the name of the Moroccan Socialist Union of Popular 
Forces, | would like to thank and congratulate our comrades 
of the Spanish Popular Socialist Party for their welcomed 
initiative which enables us to meet in Spain, a country which 
has witnessed the martyrdom of many victims of liberty, 
democracy, and socialism. 

Our presence in Barcelona is a clear sign that the long and 
difficult road to achieve democracy and socialism is already 
undertaken by the Spanish people. It is also a magnificent 
example of the solidarity which unites the socialist and pro- 
gressive organizations and parties which are present at the 
Conference. 

We consider that there is no need to explain to you our 
experience, struggles, and combat for liberation, democracy, 
and socialism. That is why | shall limit this first declaration 
to a few brief remarks which suggest our Conference's vast 
working agenda. 

Although the Mediterranean is a specific geographic zone, 
it has been throughout history a permanent battle ground for 
different religions, ideologies, states, and social forces. 
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Still a largely pre-industrial zone where conservative forces 
retain their influence in most of the states of the Mediter- 
ranean basin, it also forms the most dramatic theater of the 
opposition between progressive and conservative forces ; this 
situation often, alas, leads to civil wars. 

It is also a geographical area whose geopolitical shape is 
that of a quadrangle crossed by the double metrical line of 
East-West and North-South confrontation ; the South is repre- 
sented by the entire Arab world from Tangiers to Bagdad and 
from Nouakchott to Gamana. 

The intensity of North-South and East-West confrontation is 
all the more dangerous because the Arab states contain the 
principal energy sources and reserves. This economic aspect 
of the confrontation is revealed by the action and the develop- 
ment of multinationals. 


Summarily, there exists four main points of confron- 
tation : 
1. On the national and Mediterranean level between pro- 
gressive and conservatrice forces. 
ll. East against West. 
lil. North against South. 


IV. Multinationals against countries exporting raw mate- 
rials. 


The struggle is thus caracterized by : 


—neocolonialism against liberation, 
—domination against democracy, 
—exploitation against socialism. 


In the same manner, we can again state that the Mediter- 
ranean is: 


1. With the exception of Hong Kong and southern Africa, 
the only region in the world where colonialism subsits : 
Gibralter, Ceuta and Melilla, the Zaaferine Islands, and Pales- 
tine. 


2. The Mediterranean forms a network of bases and mili- 
tary alliances. 


3. It is directly opposite a dominant economic organization 
—the EEC. 


4. It is unfortunatley the priviledged focal point of multiple 
tension points caracterized by civil and international wars 
which menace national territorial intergrity of the area’s 
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nations and aims at ultimately weakening, if not eliminating, 
progressive forces. 


It is necessary to add that: 


A) The coordination between the conservative and impe- 
rialist forces succeeds in overcoming contradictions and even 
the most difficult obstacles (e.g. the Zionist cooperation with 
the Lebanese Phalangists.) 


B) Insuffisant solidarity, when there is not open disagree- 
ment, exists among the region's progressive forces. 


Dear Comrades, 


After this brief analysis, we personally believe that the 
Conference should designate as its objectives : 


1. To remake and deepen our global and personal analysis 
of each conflictual situation in the Mediterranean. 


2. Draw conclusions and adopt pertinent positions, while 
avoiding traditional empty slogans and stereotyped formulas. 


3. Work for the diffusion of these analyses and positions. 


4. Establish appropriate and efficient forms of solidarity 
and cooperation among the region's progressive forces. 


5. Take into consideration that the concordant or opposing 
stategies developed by the East, the North, the West, the 
multinationals, the conservative forces of the Arab world all 
have as a common operating base the wealth and the peoples 
of the Arab portion of the Mediterranean basin. Finally, the 
crisis taking place on the northern coast of the Mediterranean 
has a direct or indirect relationship to the control of the 
southern coast. 


Dear Comrades, 


Given this extensive program, we do not claim to present 
appropriate responses or solutions at the current session. 

Nevertheless, our Conference will have fully reached its 
goals if it draw up a platform which could solicite the total 
adhesion of all the democrate, socialist, and anti-imperialist 
forces of the region. 

Once again our thanks to our comrades and brothers of the 
Spanish PSP, the Libyan Arab Socialist Union, and the Maltese 
Labour Party for this initiative in the direction of solidarity 
and cooperation among all the socialist and progressive forces 
in the Mediterranean region. 
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Declaration of the 
National Liberation Front 
N.) 


Algeria 


The Conference of Socialist Parties of the Mediterranean 
is preoccupied by the serious situation which prevails in the 
region. One of the fundamental objectives of our meeting is 
the desire to find a common political platform for the progres- 
sive and anti-imperialist movements. The efforts of our 
Libyan, Spanish, and Maltese: comrades which have succeeded 
in assembling the majority of these movements are certainly 
praiseworthy, but we must necessarily make a contribution 
and a clarification concerning the goals to be reached and the 
popular forces to be mobilized on their behalf. 

The tensions which are actually developing menace the 
peace in our region as well as constituting a serious risk for 
world peace. The growing imperialist intervention, which 
partly works through retrograde forces of the region, attempts 
to prevent solutions in conformity with our peoples’ aspira- 
tions. The situation which exists in the Middle East, in Cy- 
prus, and in the Western Sahara sufficiently demonstrates that 
the aim of imperialist strategy is the destruction of libera- 
tion movements in Palestine, Lebanon, and the Western Sahara 
as well as preventing any real progress towards self-determi- 
nation and the accession of these regions to full national 
sovereignty. 
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Against these threatening events, a serious response is 
necessary so that our people become fully conscious of the 
real dangers which menace the socialist forces and future of 
Our region. 

For this reason, the Algerian delegation reaffirms its soli- 
darity with the other delegations proposing the immediate 
formation of a working group whose mission it will be to draw 
up a political platform to be subsequently discussed in ple- 
nary session; in this way, the essential principles for the 
mobilization of the region's anti-imperialist forces can be 
determined. 

A conference which seeks to be a veritable congress of 
anti-imperialt forces requires serious preparation both on the 
national level of the participating countries and in the sphere 
of coordination of their international policy. 


Excerpt of the Declaration of 
the Neo-Destourian Union 
(P.S.D.) 


Tunisia 


Mister President, 
Dear Friends, 


It is a great honor for me to bring the greetings of all the 
members of the Neo-Destourian Socialist Party to this honor- 
able meeting at which a large number of representatives of 
the parties having chosen the socialist path in the Mediter- 
ranean are present. 

In the name of my party | thank the promoters and the orga- 
nizers of this meeting—e.g. the Arab Socialist Union of Lybia, 
the Spanish Popular Socialist Party, and the Maltese Labour 
Party. 

For the past few years in Tunisia, and probably also within 
other fraternal parties, we have felt the need for a meeting 
like the one which is currently taking place in Barcelona. 

Concerning the situation in the Mediterranean, | would like 
to make the followings points : 


1. Both the North and the South of the Mediterranean 
region are separated not only by a sea, but also by a gap of 
several decades in technology, industrial potential, and conse- 
quently by a social-intellectual hiatus. 


This gap is mainly the heritage of colonialism ; it is not easy 
to make up the difference by the simple accession to national 
independence by the countries of the Mediterranean’s south- 
ern littoral. 

Currently, a colonial type of relationship still unfortunately 
exists : the rich continue to get richer at the expense of the 
poor who become poorer. This is exactly where the socialist 
and democratic forces can play an important role—by sub- 
stituting mercantile co-operation agreements based on profit 
by those based on the essential values of our civilization and 
inscribed into new and radically different co-operation arrange- 
ments which can effectively develop the human, technological, 
and financial potentialities of the region. 


2. We, the people of the Mediterranean support the conse- 
quences of a situation which we do not control ; it is thus 
time that we realize the gravity of the situation. We must 
recommend a collective effort in order to engage in the 
dynamics of peace and establish among the bordering nations 
the conditions for a fruitful co-operation apt to eradicate the 
roots of conflict and eliminate the menace of military 
confrontation. 

It is essential to eradicate the roots of confrontation in 
order to escape from a strategy which isn't ours. 


3. We consider that the tension existing in the Mediter- 
ranean is the direct consequence of Israeli aggressive and 
expansionist policies. The security of the basin’s countries 
is greatly threatened by it. 

By continuing its provacative policies and threats, Israel 
obliges other countries to arm themselves and still others to 
reinforce their military presence. Thus provoking, in the 
most directly concerned countries, such a level of insecurity 
that they cannot consecrate their efforts towards economic 
development. 

The great powers find the justification for their military 
competition in this situation. 

It is time to put an end to the Palestinian drama and to 
finally grant justice to this people whose homeland has been 
plundered ; they have been crowded into miserable refugee 
camps and humiliated during the last thrirty years as well as 
having been put at the mercy of certain of the region's leaders. 
It is definately time that this drama is ended and that a Tell 
el-Zaatar is never again made possible. /t is time the Euro- 
pean socialists settle down to the task of creating in their 
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countries a solidarity movement to aid the martyrized Pales- 
tinian people's struggle for liberty and dignity. 


4. Other people also are struggling for their liberty. Other 
Rabin’s and other Dayan’s who this time are called Vorster 
and lan Smith... cling to power, impose with impunity their 
cruel form of racial domination... Apartheid exists in a territory 
vaster than Europe. 

It is our duty as socialists to give our concrete moral and 
material support to the peoples of Zimbabwe, Namibie, and 
South Africa. 

Before leaving the platform, let me again thank the orga- 
nizers of this Conference who have certainly contributed to 
the development of a Mediterranean consciousness, stimu- 
lated a reflection on the region's future and the means to 
reinforce the material and moral conditions for development 
of our peoples in a just and democratic society where citizens 
are at the same time means and ends. 

A society of this type cannot be achieved in the current 
atmosphere of tension which reigns in the region. For us 
socialists, there is only one alternative : general agreement 
and union in a common project of peace and cooperation. 


Memorandum of 
the Arab Socialist Party 
Delegation 
(B.A.A.S.) 


Syria 


To the members of the Organizing Committee and, the 
members of the participating delegations of the Conference 
of Socialist Parties of the Mediterranean. 

Our compliments for the efforts which you have furnished 
and which have made possible this preparatory meeting of the 
Socialist Parties of the Mediterranean. We wish the best of 
success to this meeting so that it can achieve its objectives 
and goals which express the aspirations of the region's 
peoples and personify their hopes and desires for progress, 
development, and veritable security and peace. 

We would also like to insist on the importance of this 
meeting ; it is the first successful step in a process which 
will be followed by greater efforts towards developing re- 
lations among the region’s Socialist parties in view of con- 
solidating their forces and for the benefit of their peoples and 
in the interest of world peace and security. 

In order to achieve the objectives which the meeting has 
set out and guaranty the continuation of its action, we would 
like to take our responsibility by offering for the Conference's 
consideration the following ideas : 


4. Consider this Conference as a preparatory meeting for 
the Socialist Parties of the Mediterranean region. 
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2. Organize a preparatory commission whose responsibility 
will be to prepare the First Congress of these parties at the 
site and date decided on by the participants of this meeting. 
It is thus necessary to define the principles which will serve 
as the basis for inviting the Mediterranean countries either as 
active members or observers to this First Congress. 


3. Follow up this meeting with a press declaration stressing 
the importance of this meeting and the cooperation among 
the Mediterranean Socialist parties on all levels as well as 
underlining the exchange of information and documents which 
took place. Establish coordination among these forces on 
the international and regional levels in view of assuring the 
realization of these objectives which aim at achieving a com- 
mon struggle by the peoples and parties of the region. 

This declaration must also bring out the historical, political, 
military, and cultural importance of the Mediterranean region 
and the necessity of safeguarding its security and peace. 
This implies a new manner of considering the tension points 
existing in the region—especially, the Zionist entity with its 
racist settler colonialization of Arab Palestine. This requires 
a unified front in order to resist Isreali aggression and radi- 
cally eliminate its existence while helping the Arab Palestinian 
people to recover its legitimate rights to its homeland. 

Also, it is necessary to affirm the unity, independence, and 
security of Cyprus by furnishing protection against any exter- 
nal aggression. This clearly implies the end of foreign bases 
which constitute a menace for the peace and security of the 
Mediterranean. The declaration must also contain the recog- 
nition of the rights of the region's parties and countries to 
adopt a socialist orientation if they so desire. Our support 
should be given to all the peoples and liberation movements 
struggling for their liberation, independance, self-determina- 
tion, and national sovereignty in their own territories and over 
their own natural resources ; a declaration of non-intervention 
in internal affairs is also necessary. 

Concerning the preparatory committee for the next Con- 
gress, our party, which is fully aware of its responsibilities 
and the importance of this task, and because of its role in the 
region, is willing to assume its responsibilities in this com- 
mittee with other comrades. 

Finally, we repeat our compliments and our thanks for your 
efforts and that of all the delegations who have helped in the 
smooth running of this meeting. 


Declaration of the 
Syrian National Socialist Party 


Lebanon 


| greet all the progressive and socialist parties participating 
at this Congress. |! particularly want to welcome the Euro- 
pean socialists who are participating in the Congress in the 
hope that they will become the cornerstone in the task of 
setting right the evolution of European socialism and this by 
affirming a unified attitude against Zionism and imperialism. 
Our guiding principal is that there isn't any difference in the 
struggle against internal and external humiliation on one hand 
and the struggle against Zionism on the other hand. 

| would also like to pay homage and to show my estime 
to the tripartite committee which organized this Congress ; 
at the same time, | would like to greet the ist of September 
Libyan revolution which by its preoccupation with Mediter- 
ranean affairs demonstrates its strategic horizon as well as 
its attempt at rallying Arab and European socialist and pro- 
gressive parties through the process of dialogue. 

| would finally like to pay homage to the Spanish Popular 
socialist Party and the Maltese Labour Party and proclaim our 
support for their demands for the withdrawl of foreign forces 
and the removal of imperialist bases. 


1. This Congress, by its geographical location and its 
timing, takes on a particular importance and this for the 
following reasons : 


a) Because the Mediterranean basin has been throughout 
the ages the principal center of human civilization. At the 
beginning of history, our region had important accomplish- 
ments and during the Golden Age of the Arab peoples the 
flowering of Mediterranean civilization was greatly aided by 
their contribution. 


b) During the period when the Mediterranean was domi- 
nated by European colonialism, the countries on either side of 
the basin were divided into two currents. The Arab peoples 
opposed European colonialism and the reactionary parties 
which collaborated with colonial forces. 


c) It is a common struggle in which the European socialist 
parties and the nationalist and socialist Arabs combat Euro- 
pean colonialism and its local agents—reactionary Arabs. 

We are working for the future of a democratic, socialist, 
and free Mediterranean. 


2. The European socialist parties, in the light of the state- 
ments made by the Spanish Popular Socialist Party, are strug- 
gling for the evacuation of foreign bases and demand the 
withdrawl of foreign fleets, especially the American fleet, 
which seeks to impose its peace in the region—imperialism’s 
peace. 

We firmly support the common struggle against foreign 
military bases and imperialist fleets ; we demand their com- 
plete withdrawl from the Mediterranean. In this respect, we 
affirm that the Zionist entity constitutes the vanguard of these 
bases, created by imperialism, to guaranty its interests as the 
British Empire did in India and the process was later adopted 
by American imperialism to insure the interests of its oil 
empire. 

That is why it is difficult to distinguish between the struggle 
against colonialist bases in the region and the demands for 
their evacuation on one hand, and on the other hand the 
Zionist base implanted by colonialism to insure its communi- 
cation links on the route to its imperialist plundering of differ- 
ent peoples’ natural resources. It becomes imperative to 
eliminate this base— one of imperialism’s principal bases. 


3. Besides its organic relationship to imperialism, the 
Zionist entity represents the most degrading aspect of colo- 
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nialism—settler colonialism. If we demand the evacuation of 
foreign troops and an end to the plundering of natural resour- 
ces by classical colonialism, what must we say of those who 
are not satisfied to occupy a territory and exploit its resour- 
ces, but take the place of our people in Palestine? They 
have then instituted a closed theocratic racist entity repre- 
senting the lowest form of reactionary activity which is 
contrary to the march of progress in the world. This colonial- 
ism then applied itself to spreading throughout the region 
the germs of racism, thus dividing our societies by giving 
them the aspects of this form of aggressive and artificial 
entity. 


4. We are working towards the establishment of peace 
among the peoples of the world. However, there is no peace 
possible between national rights and usurpation, between 
peoples’ rights and imperialism, and between the rights of 
people forced off their land and settler colonialism. 

This is the logic of national liberation; the logic of the 
Algerian revolution against settler colonialism ; the logic of 
the Vietnamese revolution which completely liberated its 
territories and unified its country ; the logic of the revolution 
in Mozambique and Angola against settler colonialism ; the 
logic of the European peoples’ struggle against the Nazi occu- 
pation. 

It is also the logic of the armed struggle for the liberation 
of our plundered territory by the Palestinian people against 
the Israeli usurpers. 

True peace depends on the right of peoples to national 
liberation and cannot be based on the reconciliation with 
colonialist and imperialist interests. 


5. During periods of wars of national liberation, socialism 
presents an internal and external from of solidarity. It is 
impossible to demand social justice for a social class without, 
at the same time, demanding justice and national liberation 
for colonized and oppressed peoples. 

We are aware that European socialist parties strive for 
social justice in their own societies. This is insufficient, be- 
cause imperialism and Zionism constitute the highest point of 
tyranny in whose presence no justice is possible. The joint 
struggle against imperialist and Zionist tyranny as well as 
against feudal tyranny constitutes the equilbrium point in the 
struggle for social justice during wars of national liberation. 
This is why, we believe that socialism cannot exist outside 
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the notion of national liberation, as there cannot be national 
liberation wars outside the context of social and economic 
liberation which in turn favors the universality of the com- 
batting peoples. Any struggle outside the socialist context 
cannot be valid. 


6. The struggle of Third World peoples, and particularly in 
the Arab world, against the Zionist and imperialist challenge, 
cannot limit itself-to combatting unequal development, eco- 
nomic tyranny, and social injustice, but must also eliminate 
the feudal regimes and capitalist exploitation. This is part 
of a revolution which also covers the psychological side of 
liberation from the heritage of colonial decadence. To 
achieve this goal, it is necessary to eliminate the religious 
and racist obstacles encouraging national alienation and social 
backwardness—in such a way, that the new social order, 
with a radically new foundation, is built. 


Thus the struggle tends to create a new order free from 
exploitation ; the aim of this new society is the creation of a 
new man in a Spiritually and materially unified society. 


In this national and universal social struggle, socialism 
becomes the central factor in total revolution which seeks 
to realize both the material and psychological dimensions of 
mankind. 


7. The fusion of socialism and national liberation signifies 
a fusion of socialism with national unity. Because the cons- 
truction of socialism implies the existence of material means, 
colonialism sought to destroy the base of our economies, to 
disrupt their markets, and their productive potentialities. It 
is impossible to establish socialism in the shadow of contra- 
dictory entities. Natural unity, on the other hand, enables the 
unification of the different elements necessary for the success 
of a socialist experience. For that reason, we are for union 
and we are working for natural union in the Arab world from 
the base of Syrian unity. 

The struggle and the efforts must continue in order to suc- 
cessfully achieve a global Arab Confederation ; this is a ne- 
cessary step in the effort of opposing regional colonialist 
pacts. 

For this reason, we pay our homage to our brothers and 
comrades who work for unity, especially the progressive nes- 
serites and baasists who struggle for unity and social as well 
as economic liberation. 
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8. The unification of national resources constitutes the ne- 
cessary base for the solid construction of socialism, the eli- 
mination of the control of foreign trusts, the evacuation of 
colonialist troops and bases, and political liberation. How- 
ever, economic liberation presupposes the liberation from the 
yoke of imperialist monopolies. 

Our principal natural resource is oil. This will be a valuable 
arm in our hands when we liberate it from imperialist control. 
If it is not liberated from imperialist domination, it can be 
used as an arm against us. Our struggle against the western 
oil companies’ monopoly is the common struggle of all the 
progressive and nationalist movements in the Arab world as 
well as for the European socialist parties. On one hand, we 
observe that the regions under the direct influence of impe- 
rialism are those which ignore or contribute to the loss of 
our national rights in Palestine and, on the other hand, the 
European peoples also suffer from the misdeeds of the oil 
crisis openly fomented by the oil monopolies. 

What we desire is that oil becomes a commodity which will 
benefit the different peoples—both consumers and producers 
—and not the western oil monopolies. 


9. Finally, if this Congress desires to take the time to 
examine certain details of the Lebanese conflict, | would like 
to state the following facts : 


A) The Americano-lsraeli plot was the direct cause of the 
events in Lebanon ; this continues after the ceasefire in order 
to justify Israeli expansionist military operations in coordi- 
nation with the isolationists of southern Lebanon. This is an 
imminent danger and we strongly urge you to condemn and 
stop it. 


B) We are for peace and a return to normal life in Lebanon. 
This is the role of Arab forces which we approved for the 
following reasons : 

a) Because we refuse the pursuit of the internationalization 
of the Lebanese question. 

b) Because we are in favor of the project for the establish- 
ment of a just peace. This cannot be achieved without assur- 
ing the end of isolationist terrorism in the region from which 
tens of thousands of nationalists were chased, especially in 
the Christian regions under the control of the isolationist 
fascists. 
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C) It is important to deny the colonialist allegations which 
attempts to describe the Lebanese struggle as a confessional 
conflict. The London and Washington radios claimed that it 
was a conflict between Lebanese Christians and left-wing 
Moslems. The truth is that all Lebanese Moslems are not 
left-wing and all the Christians are not right-wing isolationists. 

In my position as leader of a national progressive party 
which works for unity and which has several thousand 
Christian members in its ranks, | would like to expose the 
truth about the martyrdom of Christian nationalist regions 
which were totally devasted by the isolationists—a good 
example of this phenomenon is the nationalist region of Koura 
which contains over fifty Christian villages. They fought, 
under the direction of my party and on the side of the Pales- 
tinian resistance against the right-wing isolationists. Thirty 
thousand people of that region were expelled after the isola- 
tionists’ devastating invasion; the isolationists destroyed 
their homes and villages. 


D) After the re-establishment of peace, we will continue 
our political and democratic struggle for a new Lebanon 
devoted to the nationalist cause and fully conscious of its 
relationship with the Arab world based on: 


a) democratic liberties ; 


b) the reform of electoral laws so that they are more favor- 
able for popular representation (proportional representation 
based on parties) as well as eliminating the oppressive yokes 
of feudalism, capitalism, and sectarism ; 

c) the elimination of political sectarism in the framework 
of a progressive non-denominational state ; 


d) the setting up of a national economy liberated from 
rural feudalism and urban monopolies. We support expanded 
participation of militant popular categories in a new national 
economy ; 


e) the creation of a national army assuming its role of 
safeguarding the fatherland’s territories from Israeli aggres- 
sion; the army should be become increasingly aware of its 
national identity and Arab engagements in Lebanon and the 
importance of an alliance with the Palestinian resistance. 
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Declaration of 
Socialist Arab Union: 
Nasserite Organization 


Lebanon 


During the second session, the delegates of the Arab 
Socialist Union, a nasserite organization, emphasized the 
following points in their speech: 


1. The importance of meetings between socialist and pro- 
gressive parties and organizations of the Mediterranean in 
their common struggle against imperialism and neocolonial- 
ism is in the common front they form against the existing 
relationship between the region's right-wing forces and inter- 
national reactionary elements. The current situation in Le- 
banon is an example of the latter alliance. 


2. Progressive socialism is a third path ; there isn't a transi- 
tion period as the communists say. 


3. Progressive socialism must have progressive, popular, 
and democratic contents. Through this concept we are offer- 
ing the results of our revolutionary experiences in the struggle 
for national liberation and the construction of socialism— 
especially the popular democracy as it is actually applied in 
the Libyan Arab Republic which is a vanguard experience 
deserving close study. 


4. Co-operation among progressive socialist in the Medi- 


terranean littoral obliges us to continue meeting as well as 
the creation of a permanent Secretariat which should, in our 
opinion, be made up of organizations and parties who have 
organized this historical meetings ; its role will be to organize 
a still larger meeting in the near future after the proposed 
Secretariat will have made contact with all the progressive 
and socialist organizations and parties in the Mediterranean 
basin and after they have ratified the points which we have 
agreed upon. 


5. It is necessary to eliminate foreign military bases in the 
Mediterranean through struggle; it is also necessary to 
eliminate the seeds of aggresion, fanatism, and racism in the 
goal of preserving peace and security. 


The delegates of the Union of Socialist Arab Parties pro- 
posed Tripoli (Libya) as the permanent home for the Con- 
ference’s Secretariat. 
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Declaration of the 
Arabe Socialist Party 
AA.S.) 


lraq 


In his speech, the head of the Iraqi Socialist Party's 
(B.A.A.S.) delegation thanked the Conference and its organ- 
izers : the Maltese Labour Party, the Spanish P.S.P., and the 
S.A.U. of Libya. He went on to add that the Conference's 
objectives greatly interest the Socialist Arab “B.A.A.S.", Arab 
revolutionaries, progressive forces, and it is necessary to 
secure all support in order to insure its success. 

This Conference’s purpose is to reinforce the ties among 
the nations bordering the Mediterranean in their struggle 
against imperialism and Zionism. 

Since 1968, the Arab Socialist Party B.A.A.S. has begun a 
national revolutionary experience which has construted so- 
cialism in the rural regions, liberated its oil resources, and 
democratically resolves the problem of minority groups. 

Concerning Palestine, the lragi delegation’s Chairman de- 
clared : “ The B.A.A.S. party is struggling for the liberation of 
all the plundered territories in view of a just solution of the 
Middle East problem”. 
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Declaration of the 
Libyan Arab Socialist Union 


Lybia 


The Libyan delegation emphasized the fhollowing points : 


1. The condamnation of the Israeli aggresion in southern 
Lebanon and the necessity to consider it as a menace for 
peace in the Mediterranean by demonstrating this problem's 
relationship to world peace. 


2. Then, the Libyan delegation proposed the solution of the 
Palestinian problem through the creation of a democratic Pa- 
lestinian state after the liberation of the occupied territories : 
the Jewish population would have the possibility to return to 
its country of origine. The Libyan Arab Republic has already 
declared its willingness to accept Libyan Jews. In this way 
it is contributing to a solution of the Jewish problem, com- 
plicated by Zionism which created the problem of double alle- 
giance ; it has also shown that the oriental Jews are victims 
of racial segregation in Israel. 


3. Concerning the Cyprus question, the Libyan delegation 
underlined the necessity of maintaining the island's territorial 
integrity and the right of its people to live in peace and to 
create a democratic state which will guaranty liberty for the 
entire population and save the island from imperialist plots. 
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” Declaration 
of Barcelona ° 


Finally the participants expressed their satisfaction for 
the atmosphere of frankness and comradeship existing 
during the meeting and wich augured will for the future of 
this newly born progressive socialist organisation. 


Mr. Mohammed Zouay, Minister of Information and Chair- 
man of the Libyan delegation, presided the Conference's 
third session. He opened the session by reviewing all the 
points which were discussed and approved during the 
previous sessions. Then he presented to the delegates the 
following results : 


1. We are all in agreement that the tension which exists 
in the Mediterranean is due to the presence of foreign bases 
and fleets; this obliges us to struggle to eliminate them. 

2. Israel is an imperialist base which is the source of great 
tensions in the region. We all agree to aid the Palestinian 
people recover their legitimate rights. 

3. The progressive socialist parties of the Mediterranean 
basin must be strengthened; they must also increase 
coordination and collaboration in the economic, political, and 
cultural sectors. 

4. Our meeting alone is suffisant neither in the anti- 
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imperialist struggle nor in the efforts to reduce world ten- 
sion; we must come to an agreement for the organization 
of permanent contacts among parties and militants to aid 
in mutual comprehension and to discuss problems concerning 
all of us. 


5. Finally, we must derive concrete results from these 
meetings. 


The declaration by the session’s chairman was approved 
by a warm ovation; the “Barcelona Declaration” was read 
and unanimously approved by the participants. 

“The First Conference of the Mediterranean’s Socialist 
Parties took place in Barcelona from November 26th to 
28th 1976. The socialist parties of the Mediterranean 
countries participated in the Conference and its debates. 

The Conference was jointly organized by the Popular So- 
cialist Party (PSP), the Federation of Socialist Parties (FPS) 
of Spain, the Maltese Labour Party, and the Socialist Arab 
Union of the Arab Libyan Republic. 


At the Conference the subjects of peace, security, and 
cooperation in the Mediterranean were discussed; the fol- 
lowing points were approved : 

1. All foreign military forces in the Mediterranean must 
be withdrawn; this will permit the region's people to live 
in peace and liberty. 

2. Peace cannot be established in the Mediterranean until 
the Arab Palestinian people recover their legitimate national 
rights. The Conference approves the armed struggle of the 
Arab Palestinian people under the leardership of the Palesti- 
nian Liberation Organization (PLO). 

3. The Conference affirms its support of popular forces 
and progressive liberation movements in their struggle to 
attain socialism, national independence, and liberty. It 
condemns oppressive forces whose intention is to establish 
and strenghten colonialism, imperialism, Zionism, racism, and 
fascism. 

4. It is necessary to significantly develop cooperation 
among the socialist and progressive forces in the Mediter- 
ranean on the political, cultural, and economic levels. 


The First Conference of the Mediterranean’s Socialist 
Parties decided : 


a) The formation of General Secretariat which will meet 
in the Libyan Arab Republic. 
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b) The Secretariat's members will be: 
—the Popular Socialist Party (PSP) and the Federation of 
Socialist Parties (FPS) of Spain; 
—the Maltese Labour Party ; 
—the Arab Socialist Union of the Libyan Arab Republic ; 
—the Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK) of Greece ; 
—the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). 


c) The Secretariat will coordinate the Conference's acti- 
vity and will maintain close and permanant ties with the 
member parties. The Secretariat will prepare the political 
and technical aspects of the meetings. 


d) The Second Conference will take place in the 
Maltese Republic during the summer of 1977. The Confe- 
rence willl be open to all progressive socialist parties as well 
as to all the anti-imperialist forces in the Mediterranean who 
are in agreement with the contents of this final document. 
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The Press 
Conferences 


The delegation representing the organizations and parties 
invited to the Conference of Socialist Parties of the Mediter- 
ranean held two Press Conferences ; the first one preceded 
the Conference's opening and the second one took place at 
its conclusion. The statements and the clarifications which 
were made constitute an integral part of this historical Con- 
ference's documents. 


The First Press Conference 


The representatives of the socialist and progressive organi- 
zations and parties held its first Press Conference ; it was 
presided by Professor T. Galvin, President of the Spanish 
Popular Socialist Party ; he made the following declaration : 


1. During this First Conference of the Mediterranean's so- 
cialist forces, we will attempt to find a new system permitting 
the transition to socialism. The new organization which will 
be created after this Conference does not seek in any way 
to enter in competition with the “Second Socialist Interna- 
tional”. Certain ideological divergencies with this organiza- 
tion do exist because of its direction’s Social-Democratic 
orientation. Owing to the particular structural caracteristics 
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of our countries, the path to socialism takes on a more 
radical expression. 


2. It is a sheer coincidence that our Conference is taking 
place at the same time as the Second International’s!. In this 
connection, it is inappropriate to jump to hasty conclusions 
about this coincidence. We must overcome our suscepti- 
bilities and rivalities which can only hinder democratic transi- 
tion. | affirm that there exists no hostile feelings on our side. 


3. The historical, economic, and social aspects of our inte- 
rests are determined more by the Mediterranean then by 
Europe. For this reason, we want to propose a rational oppo- 
sition by putting an end to the economic and social depen- 
dency on Europe and the United States and by engaging our 
country in its natural direction—the Mediterranean. We want 
to attain socialist objectives such as liberty and perfection, 
by leaving the orbit of the great powers and by permitting 
Spain to continue its role as a bridgehead between Europe and 
the Third World. 


4. The presence of delegations whose parties hold power 
and others in the opposition adds to the Conference an 
important political and economic impulse. 


5. Concerning the interest which Spain could have in 
joining the Common Market, the representative of the Union 
of Socialist Parties asserted that: “We will use all our in- 
fluence to put an end to the European Economic Community's 
policy of bilateral negotiations with the states of the Mediter- 
ranean basin ; we seek also to aid these countries formulate 
a common policy towards this organization ; it is possible to 
prepare a common strategy and orient, at the same time 
its relations toward another European economic organization. 


6. The Spanish Popular Socialist Party as well as the Union 
of Socialist Parties fully support the cause of the Palestinian 
people. 


The Libyan Minister of Information then formulated his 
country’s desire to house the Conference's Permanent Secre- 
tariat in Tripoli and to provide it with all the necessary faci- 
lities if his proposition was retained. He affirmed that the 


1. The Second International’s Conference was held in November 1976 at Geneva. Willy 
Brandt, former West German Chancellor and President of the Social-Democratic Party, was 
elected Chairman. 
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goal of the Conference is the creation of a common front to 
preserve the region's interests, achieve political, social, and 
cultural liberation which in turn will ultimately lead to ideolo- 
gical liberation. We must equally make the necessary sacri- 
fices and undertake the common combat against imperialism, 
Zionist occupation, and the military presence of foreign 
forces in the Mediterranean. 

The Minister went on to add that the aim was not to weaken 
the Socialist International, but to create a socidarity move- 
ment in the Mediterranean region which takes fully into consi- 
deration the common problems of the region's countries ; the 
leaders of the northern countries do not give the same degree 
of attention to Mediterranean problems as they do to their 
own problems. Then, he specified that any country adopting 
Our objectives would be welcomed to the Conference: the 
participation of four member parties of the Socialist Interna- 
tional—Portugal, Italy, Malta, and Tunisia—in our Conference 
is ample proof of our openess to all socialist currents. 

Mr. Chahati, Foreign Secretary of the Arab Socialist Union, 
remarked the all important role played by the Spanish so- 
cialists in the establishment of a dialogue between Arab and 
European countries. 


The Second Press Conference 


The Second Press Conference was held by the Libyan, 
Spanish, and Maltese delegations at the end of the Con- 
ference’s proceedings. 

Mr. Chahati of the Libyan delegation opened the Press Con- 
ference by expressing his best wishes to the Spanish people, 
the Popular Socialist Party, and the Union of Socialist Parties. 
At the same time, he thanked the local Barcelona authorities 
for having authorized the Conference. 

He remarked the open atmosphere which prevailed during 
the debates. This success not only concerns the peoples of 
the Mediterranean region, but also all the socialist and pro- 
gressive forces in the world. 

Mr. Chahati then stated that the Conference’s General Se- 
cretariat will be located in Tripoli (Libya) and will have as its 
task the preparation of the next Conference in Malta “in order 
to demonstrate to the imperialist and Zionist adversaries that 
the progressive socialist parties are capable undertaking a 
series of initiatives for safeguarding world peace”. 

Mr. Chahati then went on to add that the efforts of different 
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delegations to temporarily shelve the problems which speci- 
fically apply to their own countries in order to treat common 
problems permitted the Conference's complete success. 

Mr. Chahati continued by denouncing the Israeli aggression 
in southern Lebanon as well as Israeli piracy which ravages 
the Lebanese littoral; he stated that the Israeli menaces 
against the Lebanon constitue a certain danger for peace in 
the Mediterranean. 

Concerning Cyprus, he stated that the Libyan delegation 
believes that it is necessary to preserve the island's unity and 
its right to live in peace by setting up a democratic regime 
which would safeguard public liberties and secure the island 
against external imperalist plots. 

Replying to a question, Mr. Chahati declared that the Con- 
ference’s General Secretariat would examine the possibility 
of establishing a news agency for the socialist parties of the 
Mediterranean in order to counteract the Zionist hegemony of 
the news media in Europe and America which has led to the 
deforming of the reality of Arab, African, and Asian problems. 
“We will also study the eventual creation of a research center 
as well as an information center regrouping the organizations 
and the parties which have participated at this Conference’. 

Answering another question, he declared: “We want tan- 
gible results so that our Conference, as well as our next 
Conference, are not just reduced to verbal discourses and 
slogans ; it is necessary to undertake operational mesures in 
order to liberate the Mediterranean from foreign fleets which 
menace peace and liberty in the region’. 

Finally, he concluded by stating that “we end this Conferen- 
ce in a spirit of optimism and hope with the aim of ending all 
persecution and oppression’. 

The Maltese delegate then took the opportunity to thank the 
Spanish comrades for the organization of the Conference and 
praised their solidarity during a long period of domination and 
oppression. He then remarked the coincidence between the 
timing of the Second Conference of Socialist Parties of the 
Mediterranean with the next session of the Belgrade Con- 
ference for Peace and Security in Europe. Thus, 1977 will be 
an important year for the Mediterranean peoples, he added. 
He concluded his speech by declaring that “the Maltese will 
be as fine hosts as the Spanish’. 

The Spanish delegate then spoke. He affirmed that the 
Barcelona Conference, assembling all the socialist parties of 
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the Mediterranean region, constitutes an important form of 
cooperation in the struggle to create understanding among the 
different peoples ; it is at the same time, a considerable aid 
for the struggle currently taking place in Spain. He went on 
to add that at the following Malta Conference our popular sup- 
port will have increased and we will expose to you the results 
of our people's struggle for liberty and socialism. 

Finally, he concluded by stressing the existence of specific 
problems created by foreign forces in the Mediterranean. 
The problems of the Mediterranean countries must be solved 
with the participation of progressive and socialist forces be- 
cause in many European countries forces hostile to the in- 
terests of the Mediterranean peoples are in power. 

This Press Conference marks the end of the deliberations 
of the First Conference of Progressive Organizations and 
Parties of the Mediterranean countries. This Conference 
assumes a hisotrical vocation and constitutes a decisive turn- 
ing-point in the struggle of Arab and European socialist and 
progressive forces in view of attaining their common objec- 
tives—putting an end to their political dependency and abol- 
ishing “support bases” for aggression and fanaticism like 
Zionism and its American imperialist ally in the region. It 
also constitutes an important contribution to the liberation 
struggle of mankind which seeks to abolish the yokes of ser- 
vitudes, want, and oppression ; its goal is to achieve intense 
and equal economic, cultural, and social relations among the 
peoples of the region who witnessed the birth of mankind's 
first civilization and enrichened humanity through its spiritual, 
cultural, and scientific contributions. Furthermore, the Bar- 
celona Conference has marked out the “Third Road” to so- 
cialism which aims at consecrating man as a distinct value. 
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The minutes of the first 
meeting of the permanent Secretariat 
of the Socialist and Progressive 
Organizations and Parties of the 
Mediterranean held at Tripoli 
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The members of the permanent Secretariat of the Conference of 
Progressive and Socialist Parties and Organisations during their 
meeting in Tripoli (Libya) where it was decided to hold the next 
Conference in Malta in June 1977 and to name the Libyan repre- 
sentative as the Conference's Secretary General. 


According to the Barcelona Declaration, the members of 
the Secretariat of the Mediterranean Progressive Socialist 
Organisations and Parties met in Tripoli in the Libyan Arab 
Republic from the 8th to the 10th of January 1977. 


The members of the Secretariat discussed the following 
agenda : 
1) A study of organising the Permanent Secretariat ; 


2) The arragments for the holding of the forthcoming 
Conference in Malta ; 


3) Defining the organisations and parties to be invited 
to the Conference ; 


4) The agenda of the Conference ; 
5) Setting up the Conference Committees. 


Throught the fraternal debate and feeling of responsibility 
the following points have been agreed upon: 


1. The Organisation of the Secretariat 


1) The members of the Secretariat agreed that the Libyan 
representitive is the General Secretary as the Permanent 
Secretariat is based in the Libyan Arab Republic. 


1) The other members of the Secretariat will each appoint 
a Secretary to help the General Secretary in carrying out 
his duties. 
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tt) The decisions should be adopted by the majority of 
those present after establishing the dates of the meeting. 


iv) The next meeting of the Secretariat will be held in 
Tripoli on the 29th and 30th of January 1977 to define the 
names of the permanent Secretariat's members and the 
number of members who will stay in Tripoli to assist the 
General Secretary and to set up the internal regulations of 
the Secretariat and define the agenda of the Second 
Conference which will be held in the Republic of Malta from 
the 20th to the 25th of June 1977. 


2. Arrangements for the holding 
of the forthcoming Conference in Malta 


1) The Maltese delegation assumes the responsability of 
holding the Conference in Malta. 

11) The Conference will take place from the 20th to the 
25th of June 1977. 

iv) The languages of the Conference will be: a) Arabic, 
b) English, c) French and d) Spanish. 


3. Who will be invited 


1) Only progressive Socialist Parties and Organisations 
will be invited to participate as participant delegations. 


1) Communist Parties in countries of the Mediterranean 
Sea, together with Liberation movements, anti imperialist, 
anti-Zionist and antifascist forces will be invited to partici- 
pate in the Conference as observers and could address the 
Conference within the time available. 


4. The Agenda of the forthcoming Conference 
and its Commitees 


These points will be difined in the next meeting of the 
Permanent Secretariat on 29th January 1977. 
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